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PRESIDENT’S	  LETTER	  
 

John Gierach - On the definition of success: 
“Is a person who's too busy to go fishing a success?” 

 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS: Let's all welcome our newest members. Michael Bacci, Alan 
Henderson and Julie Tallman. Julie was introduced to the club by Charlotte Kelley and will be joining us on 
the Klamath River steel head outing; she hails from Athens GA and will have a long commute to our 
meetings. We look forward to getting to know you and spending time on the water together. 
 
CHANGE OF SEASONS: April is my favorite month as tax season ends (except all those G D extensions) and 
trout season opens. With the low water the best fishing in the Southern Sierras will be between the opener 
and June so we'll try to plan a couple outings to the Kern, Sequoia creeks, etc. We'll let you know. 
 
BANQUET: Those that attended the banquet had a good time and did well in the auction. Haven't seen the 
numbers yet but I think we did ok. Attendance was off about 30% this year and we are wondering why. 
The board would appreciate your feedback and any suggestions so please contact one of us. Thanks.   

 
APRIL MEETING:  Gary Bulla will be driving up from Ventura. One of our 
most popular guests Gary's program will be on fishing Magdalena Bay. You 
won't want to miss this one.  
 
SAVE THE DATES:  
Apr 3rd: Fly tying (see below).  
Apr 10th: 5:30 Board meeting, 6:30 General meeting at Margie's with 
Gary Bulla 
Apr 12th: One Surf Fly at Rincon (contact peter Van Hest for info) (see 
below).  
Apr 12th & 13th: Fly fishing expo at the Spot in Van Nuys (see below). 
Apr 19th: Santa Margarita outing (contact Jim Crescenzi or Art Chapman) 
(see below). 
Apr 26th: SLFF garage sale 9AM at David Holmes (see below) 
 
 

2013 Fisherman of the Year, Andy Harrison and his wife Heidi 
 

http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com         San Luis Obispo, CA                  Greg & Mary Lugo, Editors 

by 
Lew 
Leichter 

Tight Lines  April, 2014 
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SLFF Garage Sale/Swap Meet    Rescheduled to April 26th 9:00 am 
This year the SLFF Annual "Garage Sale" will again be at David Holmes' house (63 Benton Way – SLO, 
805-550-9323) on April 26th, beginning at 9:00AM and ending at noon.  On offer will be a selection 
of gently used and still serviceable fly fishing gear and related items, all at far lower prices than 
you might pay at retail.  Often, even those members selling gear find items for sale by other 
members, which they can't live without!  Buyers should: Bring small bills, if at all possible, or 
checkbooks - credit cards will not be used.  Sellers should: Identify the gear clearly with a tag or 
label showing the name of the seller and the asking price.  If you have more than a few things, 
bringing a card table or similar to display them will be helpful.  Bring change and/or be prepared 
to accept checks. Sellers should remain present as long as they have items for sale.   
Call David if you have any questions. 
 
 
 

 
 

Thursday, April 10th, 2014 at 6:30pm 
Margie’s Diner, 1575 Calle Joaquin, SLO 

 

Fly Fishing the Edge 

with Gary Bulla 
 
Are you ready to take fly fishing to the next level? Then come to the April meeting and learn 
about the rich diversity of life in what Jacques Cousteau called the "Aquarium of the World." 
We are talking about the Sea of Cortez, located between Baja, California and the west coast 
of Mexico. This gorgeous water has become a premier fly fishing destination, as well as an 
accessible venue for those of us on the west coast and one of the best values in 
international fly fishing travel.  But catching ten, twenty or thirty pound fish might seem to 
be an intimidating fantasy if you think it is all about brute strength and casting rods with 
lines that might tear you up. NOT TRUE. Gary Bulla will be showing us that we can have a lot 
of fly fishing fun, excitement and unforgettable experiences IF we are prepared and 
somewhere between the ages of 10 and 90.  We will also get a taste of many other wonders 
that Baja has to offer, including sea mammals, turtles, birds and a touch of local culture. 
  
Gary’s photos and words will entertain and teach us about the opportunities near Baja’s 
Cerralvo Island and amaze us with some exhilarating action from small boats. Whether you 
are new to fly fishing or an experienced freshwater or surf fisher ready to move into larger, 
warmer waters, this program is for you. 
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Gary Bulla grew up on the beaches and waters of the southern California coast. By his early 
20s, Gary learned to scuba dive and then free dive and spear fish in the Channel Islands and 
southern Mexico and was exposed to fly fishing while backpacking in the Sierra and living in 
the mountains of Colorado. By age 23, Gary had returned to the foothills of southern 
California. In 1989 he was introduced to the concept of casting a fly into the surf. Gary 
found saltwater fly fishing perfectly combined his lifetime love for the ocean and his passion 
for fly fishing. In those days there was not a great deal of information about targeting 
Pacific saltwater species, but Corbina seemed to hold the possibility of becoming an 
exhilarating and challenging fish for southern California. So Gary began observing and 
experimenting on the shoreline. He spent many mornings and evenings patrolling the 
beaches, paddling the kelp beds in his kayak and developing flies and techniques for the 
salt. He combined his knowledge of the tides and beaches with his observations to 
understand how to catch not only corbina, but also halibut, yellow fin croaker, perch and 
striped bass. All these were found in the surf near Ventura and Santa Barbara. Today long 
rods are a common sight on these beaches, a dream come true for Gary. 

 
In 1989 Gary began accompanying his wife Theresa, 
a teacher of marine biology, on trips with middle 
school students to Baja’s Magdalena Bay, Loreto and 
La Paz areas. He brought his fly rod and was 
astounded at the incredible fly fishing available so 
near to southern California.  
Gary fished the mangroves of Magdalena Bay, 
pursued big fish all over southern Baja and kayak 
fished the islands near La Paz. When he showed up 
with his fly rods at Punta Arenas, near Cerralvo 
Island, the guides didn’t know what to think – they 
had never seen one before. For the last 21 years, 

Gary has been leading lodge-based fly fishing expeditions every year to Baja and kayak fly 
fishing camping expeditions to the Espiritu Santo Island, San Jose Island and lately to 
Magdalena Island. He teaches local surf and saltwater casting clinics as well as guiding 
clients in the surf. He has caught more than 150 saltwater species on the fly and has guided 
and fished the all over the U.S., Channel Islands, Belize, North Carolina and the Bahamas. 
His home waters are truly the islands and blue waters of the Sea of Cortez, where he spends 
most of his guiding year. 
 
Idylwilde Flies signed Gary as one of their "Signature Tiers” and has been distributing his 
saltwater flies since 2008. The “Tuna Tux” has proven to be one the best all round flies in 
southern Baja and his Papagallo is one of the go-to flies for trophy rooster fish.  With his 
“family” of captains and large groups of repeat client/friends, Gary is constantly developing 
and tweaking new patterns and methods for the multitude of species in the salt.  Articles 
about his trips and his photos have appeared in Patagonia catalogs, California Fly Fisher, Fly 
Rod and Reel, The Drake, Saltwater Fly Fishing and Fly Fishing in Saltwaters. In 2013 his 
IGFA world record on California Yellowtail smashed a 40 year old record with a 34.7-pound 
fish on 16lb. test. 
His website is www.garybulla.com where he has an e-store for flies and an active discussion 
board on saltwater fly fishing. 
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SLFF Tying Group by Art Chapman 
The next SLFF Fly Tying Session will be held on April 3rd at 6:30 pm at the SLO Odd Fellow's Hall. 
  
 

An Essential Wooly Bugger Tying Session 

The common wooly bugger is both a simple pattern (great for beginning tyers) and one that is 
complex in its subtleties!  A couple of our most experienced club fishermen have collaborated to 
develop a killer bugger pattern that was customized for trout, but also has been successful for 
bluegill and bass.  This is a small-sized bugger that is very suggestive of insects, and should be in 
everyone’s fly box.  

Ray Belknap will be leading this session on 
Thursday, April 3rd at the Odd Fellows Hall on Dana 
Street in San Luis Obispo.  Ray has tied a number of 
representative versions of his “small green wooly 
bugger”, as shown in the photo below.  All material 
will be provided except for thread (some will be 
available for purchase at the session).  Please bring 
your own 6/0 or 8/0 size black or olive thread. 

We will have some club vises and tools available for 
members who wish to try out fly tying, but may not 
have their own equipment.  If you are new to fly 
tying and plan to attend, please give Jim Crescenzi 
a call (927-2285) so we can be sure you will have a 
successful introduction to tying.  

 
 

 
 
 
Art Chapman, tying a Hex Nymph, led our March session.  The session was well attended, as Art led 
us through one of the most complex patterns yet tied by the group.  The pattern for the Hex nymph 
was from Hal Janssen’s book, and we look forward to trying it at Lake Almanor this Spring. 
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Santa Lucia Fly Fishers’ Santa Margarita Lake Outing, 4/19/2014 
 
The annual Santa Margarita Lake outing is generally very popular for the club, and is likely to be so this 
year, assuming the weather holds.  This year unusual in that the water level is low (37% of capacity - 63% of 
the water is missing!).  There is a lot of “bathtub ring” appearance.  The White Oaks boat launch (where we 
meet) is closed to trailered launches.  This should be helpful for our club, as powerboats won’t be launching 
there.  One can launch a float tube or pontoon boat or other lightweight craft.  If you are bringing a 
powerboat, you can only use the main launch (which was down to one lane in late March). 
 
Santa Margarita Lake is seldom “easy” fishing, and this year will probably be no exception.  Folks fishing in 
early April have had limited success, with the size of fish caught impressive enough to motivate all 
optimists.  Depending on weather over the next several weeks, some of the bass will still be in the pre-
spawn mode with the males in very shallow water (others will have already spawned).  The pre-spawn fish 
can be easier to catch, and releasing fish that are caught is strongly recommended.  Post-spawn fish 
typically are inactive for a few weeks as they re-gain their strength. 

 
Figure 1  Santa Margarita Lake Map 

 
In any case, if weather cooperates, this is a beautiful lake that offers an excellent opportunity to celebrate 
the arrival of spring.  The lunch barbeque offers a time to relax and socialize with other anglers. 
 

Upcoming Outings 
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Scheduled Time& Launch Location:  8 AM start on Saturday, April 19th (at White Oaks Campground), with a 
break for barbeque lunch at 12:00 noon.  
  
Santa Margarita Fees and Rules:  There is a vehicle parking fee of $10 and boat fee of $10 (motorized) or 
$5 (non-motorized).  Policy on float tubes is unclear (they usually don’t require a fee).  There can be a 
ranger inspection for Quagga mussels on boats.  It is best to make sure that your boat is clean and dry prior 
to entering the park.  This is a no-swimming lake (no body contact with the water), and therefore there will 
be no water skiers on the lake. 
   
Launch Sites:  Most members will launch at the White Oaks Campground and Boat Launch.  Bear right at the 
park entrance, and proceed around the lake to the White Oaks campground and boat launch.  Some may 
wish to proceed on a dirt road starting at the White Oaks launch, going to the Vaca Flat area (0.9 miles, see 
map).  This dirt road to Vaca Flat is not recommended if it has rained recently.  If you do wish to go to Vaca 
Flat, please check in with the event organizers first.  There is also a main boat launch area, which is more 
convenient for those who wish to fish nearer to the dam, and must be used if one has a trailered powerboat. 
 

Weather Note:  The average high for April 16th is 71 degrees – nearly perfect.  Of course, at the time of 
writing this article, we have no idea of the actual weather forecast.  It is often quite cool in the early 
morning, so bringing layers is highly recommended.  This lake tends to have the wind pickup in the early 
afternoon.  Also, there will be some bass boat traffic on the lake, so take care if you have a small boat or 
float tube. 
 
Come for Lunch:  We will meet at a small picnic area near the White Oaks boat launch at noon for a 
barbeque lunch (hamburgers, hot dogs, potato salad, soft drinks, chips, etc.).  Fly fishers and their guests 
are welcome for lunch.  We request a $7 contribution for the barbeque lunch. 
 

 
Figure 2  --  Google Earth View of Santa Margarita Lake, showing fishing spots 
 

Fishing the lake:  One advantage of Santa Margarita Lake is that there are many arms and bays in which to 
fish.  The area between the White Oaks Boat launch and Vaca Flat is a favorite for float tubers.  The Jackass 
Canyon Arm another favorite (if not closed for spawning). The area west of the main launch (near the 
campgrounds) can be good for crappie.  There can be good surface action in the early morning and late 
afternoon.  However, the standard approach will be with a sinking line (or sinking tip line) and flies 
imitating minnows and other small prey.  Good luck to all! 
 
Event Organizers:  Art Chapman (805 927-9660) and Jim Crescenzi (805 927-9285). 
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FORT HUNTER LIGGETT BASS OUTING   Saturday, April 5th   Outing leader: Andy Harrison 
 
There is a bass outing scheduled at Fort Hunter Liggett on Saturday April 5th.  THIS IS A TENTATIVE DATE, 
due to the unpredictable nature of pond access at FHL.  The decision to hold the outing will be made 
several days before the outing.  Therefore, those interested in attending the outing should contact Andy 
Harrison via email (aharrison99@att.net)  or phone (805-235-8076).  We will send out an eblast to those 
interested in attending when final plans are made. 
 

For more information on fishing at FHL, please see page 6 of the January newsletter or contact Andy.  
 
 

 
 

For more information about the fishermen’s spot Fly Fishing EXPO 2014 
Visit the website: http://flyfishingexpo.net 



(8                                              SLFF NEWSLETTER – April 2014              

 

 
For those interested in getting acquainted with the One Surf Fly event in Carpinteria, Peter Van Hest will be 
available before and after the April 10th club meeting to answer questions and give additional information. 

 
Peter suggests getting on the mailing list at http://onesurffly.com/ 

 
He says the raffle afterwards tends to have very high quality materials, and lots of it!  There are other 

activities in SoCal on the same date, so participation may be less than last year, i.e. a better chance to win 
one of the three trophies (first fish, most fish and biggest fish) or being the one who donates the fly that 

wins in one of these categories. 

 
 
 

PAST OUTING REPORTS  
 

Trish Curtis volunteered at the Fred Hall Show in Long Beach March 5th and had this to report about 
her experience.  “I had a great day at ‘Casting For Recovery’ in Long Beach.  Sally Stoner and 

Bonnie Anderson were there representing the organization.  The Fred Hall Show is a big show with 
lots of stuff.  My family has had loss due to cancer and it was nice to be able to give back.” 

 
Classified 

 
Outcast Cougar Pontoon Boat for sale.  Very good condition, no punctures.  This is the quad-tube design, 
much lower effect from wind, extra safe, very stable fishing platform! Extras: retractable wheel to help get 
from parking lot to water, oar keepers to keep the oars in place and at ideal angle while rowing, oar rests, 
rod holder.  Asking $500.00.  Mike Powers – mdpowers@charter.net. 
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More Photos from the 2014 Santa Lucia Fly Fishers Banquet at the Madonna Inn 
Good Food, Good Friends, Good Speakers,  

and lots of “Goodies” in the Raffle 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

(10                                              SLFF NEWSLETTER – April 2014              

 

Come wet a line with us! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SLFF MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
An individual regular membership is $35.00 per year  

for 12 months (January through December).  
Enrollment after 1 July is $20.00 for the remainder of the year.  

To join, please download the Membership Form from our Website: 
http://santaluciaflyfishers.com/PDF/SLFF/App.pdf 

Send completed form with a check for dues to: 
Santa Lucia Fly Fishers 

c/o Secretary 
P.O. Box 166  

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for 
supporting those who 

help support our 
chapter! 
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2014 Officers, Directors, & Committees 
  

  

Officers         Directors      
President  Lew Leichter      Ron Bryant,Rich Chubon                            
Vice President  Art Chapman      Jim Crescenzi, Tom Nickelson 
Secretary  Sheri Bryant                Bernard Pieters, Mark Shelton 
Treasurer  Judy Chubon           
       

Committees  
Conservation  Ron Bryant, Doug Daniels (TiC) Education  David Holmes  
Membership  Mark Shelton    Rod Building  Mike Powers, Rich Chubon 
Newsletter  Greg & Mary Lugo   Casting  Bernard Pieters, Eric Sherar 
Website  Ted Pope, KC Lim   Fly Tying  Jim Crescenzi 
Programs  Rich Chubon, Mark Shelton  Banquet & BBQ Sheri & Ron Bryant   
Outings, Salt Water Andy Malovos, Lew Leichter  Library   Steve Soenke 
Outings, Fresh Water Art Chapman, Rich Chubon  Fundraising  David Holmes, Lew Leichter 
SWCFFF Coordinator   Lew Leichter       Rich Chubon, Trish Curtis  
 
. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
P.O. Box 166 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 


