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President’s Letter 

 
John Gierach: Going fishing when you told your family you 
wouldn't is a dangerous gambit, but if you don't catch hell now 
and then for being irresponsible and shirking your 
responsibilities you're not really a fisherman in the finest 
sense.  
 
SEASON OPENER: Finally we can start heading for those waters 
that have been closed to us. While not as bad as in past years 
because several waters are open year around I'm looking 
forward to having more venues to fish. 
Chasing surf perch in the winter and bass, pan fish, etc. in the 
spring is fun—now it's time to head back to the mountains. We'll kick things off with a Hume 
Lake/Sequoia creeks outing from May 2nd to 5th (see page 6 for info). 
While I'm thinking about it take a moment to read the article (page 4) on wading safety. It contains 
very good info for those new to the sport and is a good reminder to those at the other end of the 
curve who tend to forget about these things. 
 
SLFF WEBMASTER NEEDED: Our website is one of our primary sources of new members and with 
our newsletter is our vehicle to communicate to our members. We need someone; our website is 
actually maintained by Dave Baldwin. Our webmasters job then is to be the interface between the 
club and Dave and work with committees and members to keep the information on our website 
fresh and current. Contact me if you would be interested   
 
MAY MEETING:  Greg Vinci will be our guest speaker. His program will be on the Eastern Sierras. 
(See next page for more info.)  
 
SAVE THE DATES: 
May 2nd: Fly tying 6:30pm at SLO Odd Fellows Hall.  
May 2nd-5th: Hume Lake Sequoia creeks outing (page 6). Contact David Holmes or Lew Leichter.  
May 9th:  Board of Directors meeting 5PM at Margie's. 6:30 General meeting featuring Greg Vinci.  
May 11th: SLFF garage sale 9-12 at David Holmes’ (see page 3). 
May 18th: David Holmes knot tying session (see page 2). 
May 25th-26th: Shad outing to the American River (see page 7). Contact Rich Chubon. 
Sept 20-22nd, 2013 SWCFFF Faire in Mammoth 

Andy Harrison, Editor (aharrison99@att.net)                              http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com   

by 
Lew 

Leichter 

Tight Lines       May, 2013 

http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com/
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Thursday, May 9th, 2013 at 6:30pm 

Margie’s Diner, 1575 Calle Joaquin, SLO 

Guest Speaker: Greg Vinci   

Program: “California Trout Highway-- Fly fishing the Hwy 395 corridor (between Greenville NV and Bishop). 

After twenty one years as the owner of Sierra Pacific Products, where he 
innovated many popular fly fishing tackle and accessories products, Greg sold 
the business in 2010.  Since then he has been able to re-establish a 
relationship with his first loves, writing and photography that can be now seen 
in many fly fishing and outdoor magazines such as Fly Fisherman, American 
Angler, Flyfishing & Tying Journal, Salmon & Steelhead Journal, Northwest and 
Southwest Fly Fishing magazines, California Fly Fisher, Sierra Heritage and 
Runner’s World.  His photography has been on the covers of California Fly 
Fisher, Fly Fishing & Tying Journal, and Sierra Heritage.  He also has kept his 
foot in the door of the fly business, by continuing to develop fly tackle 
product lines on a consultancy basis for clients in the fly tackle industry.  In 
2011 his product Insta-Set Indicators was selected by Field & Stream 
magazine as the best fly tackle accessory of the year!  One of his most 

recent endeavors has been to develop the California-FlyFishing.com web site which is a portal to 
California's most popular waters.   As a signature fly tier for Umpqua Feather Merchants, the fly 
tackle industry’s most prominent fly manufacturer, he has developed fly patterns that can be 
found in most fly shops around the country.  

Knots, Leaders, Tippet and Lines Class To Be Held May 18  

All the flyfishing skill in the world, and the best equipment, will be of little use if 
your tackle system fails the next time you have a big fish on.  So, it’s a good idea to 
focus on the skills needed to minimize the chances of that happening, especially 
when you’ve invested so much time and money in the rest of your gear and skills.   

On May 18 (a Saturday), at 9:00 AM at his home (63 Benton Way, SLO), Dave Holmes will be leading 
a class where we’ll discuss and demonstrate a few of the old and new knots which are most 
practical and useful for fly fishing.  In addition, we’ll talk about line, leader and tippet selections. 
As a part of the class, we’ll think about knot choices, the factors that go into knot selection and 
proper tying techniques, along with choices of fluorocarbon v. mono.  Perhaps most importantly, 
we’ll give you the techniques for you to select and test the knots you use, including a discussion of 
why the number of knots actually needed is surprisingly small. Our goal is to put you in a position 
where you can, on your own, evaluate and decide on proper knots (and related gear) to use in the 
future. We’ll also discuss web and other resources re knot tying and related topics, and will have 
some handouts for you to take home. 

Class size is limited to 10 students, so you should contact David (davidholmes@macservices.net - 
805.550.9323) to reserve a place and for further information.  Please bring a spool of 2x (or 4x, if 
you have good eyes!), and a pair of nippers or small scissors.  –David Holmes 

mailto:davidholmes@macservices.net
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THE KLINKHAMMER SPECIAL--A GREAT SEARCHING FLY FOR TROUT!   by Jim Crescenzi 

 
The May Santa Lucia Fly Tying session will be on Thursday, May 2nd, at 
the Odd Fellows Hall in San Luis Obispo (6:30 – 8:00 PM).  Bernard 
Pieters will lead the session, tying a ―Klinkhammer Special‖.  Our 
members will enjoy tying this pattern, and particularly fishing with it. 
 
According to Skip Morris, Fly Tying Made Clear and Simple II – 
Advanced Techniques  (quoting a few interesting sentences of his 
introduction to the pattern):  ―I suspect that the Klinkhammer Special 
is a hit fly mainly for the obvious reason – it catches trout – but partly because it represents to fly 
tiers a straightforward sort of entryway into emerger patterns with parachute hackles‖.   ―Hans van 
Klinken created the Klinkhammer and considers it an imitation for both mayflies and caddisflies 
when tied in various sizes and colors.‖   ―The Klinkhammer is designed to rest on its hackle, with 
its abdomen submerged – the suggestion of an insect in an early stage of emergence, wings up and 
legs free of the split top of a shuck that still contains most of the body.‖ 
Quoting Dick Talleur, Trout flies for the 21st Century:  ―It’s become a go-to fly for me, and I carry 
it in several sizes and colors.  A fishing tip: Apply flotant to only the hackle and wing post, so that 
the body of the fly hangs beneath the surface‖.  Schollmeyer & Leeson in Flies for Western Super 
Hatches show a ―Klinkhammer Female Trico‖ pattern, which further supports the versatility of the 
pattern.  My favorite tying video on this fly is ―Fly Tying with Hans: Klinkhammer Special‖ of 
Dakota Angler & Outfitter (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQwM70MzgVo), from which I have 
taken the photo of the fly used for this article. 
 
Paul Crafts led in April tying with ―Joe’s Hopper‖, which will certainly see good use this summer.  
Our session for June will be led by Rich Chubon tying the Pheasant Tail Nymph, which may well be 
the most-used nymph pattern for trout.  There are a surprising variety of versions of this fly, and 
Rich will provide valuable tips on tying this ―not as simple as it looks‖ fly.  Tied properly, it can be 
amazingly productive.  We will take a break in July and not have a tying session then (There are 
other things to do on July 4th!). 
 

Annual SLFF Garage Sale/Swap Meet - May 11 
 
This year the SLFF Annual "Garage Sale" will be at David Holmes' house 
(63 Benton Way – SLO, 805-550-9323) on May 11, beginning at 9AM and 
ending at Noon. 
 
On offer will be a selection of gently used and still serviceable fly 
fishing gear and related items, all at far lower prices than you might pay 
at retail.  Often, even those members selling gear find items for sale by 
other members, which they can't live without! 
 
Buyers should bring small bills, if at all possible, and possibly (cont…) 

Fly Tying 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQwM70MzgVo
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checkbooks - credit cards will not be used. 
 
Sellers should:  
Identify the gear clearly with a tag or label showing the name of the seller and the asking price. 
If you have more than a few things, bringing a card table or similar to display them will be helpful. 
Bring change and/or be prepared to accept checks. 
Sellers should remain present as long as they have items for sale. 
 
Call David if you have any questions. 

 
 
MORE MEMBER NEWS: This from Gaye Holman: ―I must admit I miss you and the gang. I have been 
working at the solar fields in California Valley and my shifts are Wed to Sun 3 p.m. to 11 p.m.  So I 
don't have a life anymore. I hope all is well with you and keep me in touch with the latest. Thank 
You Lew Miss you all. Gaye‖ 

 
 

WADING SAFETY 
  

(A big “thank you” to Rick Hartley of the Kaweah Fly Fishers for providing this important article!) 
 

Spring 2013 is here, and another great fishing season has started and with the 
smaller than normal snow pack the fishing will start early.  The Kings River has 
started the snow melt runoff and probably 30 day some parts of rivers and most 
streams will start to be fishable and the wading will start.   But even when the 
spring flush has finished and the rivers and streams return to normal flows, 
wading safety is still important for everyone.  So, with that in mind I got together 
some good information on wading safety.   

AND ALWAYS THINK SAFETY FIRST. 
  
If there is any doubt about safely wading across the water in the location you 
choose, don't try it. Safety always comes first! This is the most important river 

wading safety tip you can find anywhere. Crossing rivers and waterways, 
especially those with cold water and swiftly flowing current, can be very 
challenging and dangerous for even the most experienced fishermen or 
fisherwomen. Even at normal flows the wading has its challenges. However, if you 
decide to cross a river, stream or creek here are a few practical guidelines for you.  

 

 Study the river or stream before crossing. 

 Walk along the edge and look for the best possible place to cross. 

 Never enter the water unless there is no other way of getting across. 

 Choose a crossing point carefully. Look for wide, shallow areas with sand, gravel or cobble bottoms, which 

are usually safest. 

 Do not wade through deep water; it could prove fatal. 

 Use a wading stick, even if it’s a tree branch.  

 Never try to cross a small river or creek after a heavy rain. Flash floods can happen in seconds. Wait for the 

water to go down or find another route. 
Find the right spot:  Look for a slow-flowing, obstruction-free section. Wide, relatively straight sections are 

generally shallower and slower than narrow areas with sharp bends. Check the opposite bank to make  
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Trout in the Classroom Update   by Doug Daniels 

 
As most of our members know, our club has teamed with and 
made donations to the Central Coast Salmon Enhancement 
(CCSE) organization for one of their programs titled Trout in 
the Classroom (TiC).  Also the Southwest Council of Fly Fishers 
has made a donation through our Club. 
 
It is my pleasure to provide this brief summary of the activities 
of Trout in the Classroom program for this Spring.  During this 
term the CCSE has TiC in twenty-four (24) classrooms from 
Templeton to Santa Maria.  CCSE and volunteers from SLFF 

delivered eyed eggs to all these classrooms and placed them in aquariums provided by the CCSE. 
 
Our President, Lew, and I, delivered eggs to the Santa Maria area schools; which was very re-
warding in meeting these dedicated teachers and enthusiastic students. The classrooms we visited 
were from second to sixth grade. There are always many questions by both the students and 
teachers. 
 
The teachers work their curriculum around the raising of the eggs to fingerlings. A member of the 
CCSE staff visits each classroom to teach such items as topography (as it relates to pollution and 
run-off in healthy streams), macro-invertebrates, dissection, etc. 
 
At the end of the term the classes have an outing with students, teachers, parents and CCSE staff 
members to plant the fingerling trout. Last spring Lew and I participated helped out at an outing to 
Lopez Lake. We brought fly-rods and flies to show the students our fishing equipment and how the 
flies mimic the natural bugs. We talked about the advantages of catch and release and presented a 
quick demonstration on casting. 
 
Here is a schedule of Field Trips for the balance of this year: 

May 20 Templeton 
May 22 Fairgrove School Lake Lopez 
May 24 Grover Heights Lake Lopez 
May 28 Templeton 
May 30 Bishop's Peak  

If anyone would like to volunteer in the field trip or visit a classroom during the teaching session to 
help (or just observe), I know the CCSE would be very grateful.  Contact Willie Richardson at 805-
431-7655 or willie@centralcoastsalmon.com for schools and schedules. 
 
I want to thank thank the Gary Scott of the Conejo Valley Fly Fishers for the loan of a chiller to 
CCSE as one stopped working and needed repair in one of the classrooms and with the loaner the 
classroom we never lost a fish. 
 
On May 11 Lake Lopez is having their Second Annual Outdoor Discovery Festival. The CCSE will be 
participating by having a booth and would like to have volunteers from SLFF to help out. We could 
have a fly tying demo and display, casting demo and we could show pictures to brag about our 
catches. If interested you can contact Stacy Halverson at stacy@centralcoastsalmon.com or 805-
473-8221. 

mailto:willie@centralcoastsalmon.com
mailto:sarah@centralcoastsalmon.com
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Sequoia/Kings Canyon: Hume Lake & Nearby Creeks   May 2

nd
-May 5

th
   

Outing leaders: Lew Leichter and David Holmes 
 

David Holmes and I will lead an 
outing to Sequoia/Kings Canyon 
to fish Hume Lake and the 
creeks along Hwy 198.  Dates 
are Thursday 5/2 to Sunday 
5/5. Hume lake receives a 
major trout plant during this 
and the previous week and 
should fish very well. There are 
numerous small creeks that are 
a lot of fun to fish (Stony, 
Dorst, Halstead, Marble Fork, 

Wolverton, etc.)  The fishing is mainly dry flies, assuming we're past runoff. We'll check closer to 
the date and advise. Hume Lake can be fished from the bank but is best fished from a float tube, 
kick or pontoon boat.  If you need one the club has 2 to loan (contact David). 
 
We'll probably fish the lake on Thurs & Fri and the streams Sat & Sun before heading home. Let us 
know if you plan to join us or with questions. If you want you can just come up for a couple days.  
It's about a 5 ½ hour drive from SLO. 
 
We will be staying at the cabins in Grants Grove 
Village. There are no rooms at the Christian Camp 
and the Hume Lake Campground is not yet open.  
There is a restaurant and market in Grant's 
Grove.  For campers the Azalea Campground at 
Grant’s Grove is open. Website for the Grant’s 
Grove cabins:  
http://www.nationalparkreservations.com/sequoia_gr

ant_grove.php.   
Information on Azalea Campground (in the Grant 
Grove area, first-come-first-served basis no res-
ervations.) can be found at:  
http://www.nps.gov/seki/planyourvisit/azalea.ht
mLodgepole Campground, while not being in the 
immediate area but still in the Park, will be open 
(weather permitting) and accepts reservations.  
For campgrounds in Sequoia National Forest, see   
http://www.recreation.gov/unifSearchResults.do?topTabIndex=Search  but, again, check regarding 
opening dates and any weather issues." 

 
LET US KNOW IF YOU PLAN TO JOIN US AND WE'LL KEEP YOU UPDATED.  Lew & David 

http://www.nationalparkreservations.com/sequoia_grant_grove.php
http://www.nationalparkreservations.com/sequoia_grant_grove.php
http://www.nps.gov/seki/planyourvisit/azalea.htm
http://www.nps.gov/seki/planyourvisit/azalea.htm
http://www.recreation.gov/unifSearchResults.do?topTabIndex=Search
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American River Shad Outing    May 24

th
-26

th
   Outing Leader--Rich Chubon 

 
This is the first time we have scheduled an outing to fish for the 
American Shad during their run up the American River.  Shad usually 
spawn from late April through June.  The latest report has fish 
showing in the Freeport area of the Sacramento River. They should 
enter the American River in the next week or so, unless water 
conditions change dramatically.  
The American Shad is a member of the herring family, sometimes 
called a ―poor man’s tarpon‖.  Fish run 2 to 5 lbs and larger.  The 
larger females can put up a pretty good fight on a 6 weight rod. 

Our plan is to fish the lower American River, below Nimbus Dam.  Access to this fishery can easily 
be found along the American River Parkway system, a series of parks along the American River.  
Fish are found in faster, deep runs in large schools like salmon. Popular fly fishing locations include 
Sailor Bar, Watt Ave, Sunrise Bridge, Goethe Park, and Paradise Beach.  Reported stream flows in 
the America River are now at 1000cfs which is good for fly fishing.   
You will need to use a #6 to #8 weight rod loaded with sinking line or sink tip to get your fly down 
to the level these fish are.  In the late evening or early morning you can try using a floating line 
with dry flies. Locally developed bright colored flies in combinations of white, pink, yellow, red, 
orange and chartreuse are very effective. Bead chain eyes or dumbbell eyes are added to the flies 
to turn them over so the Shad can be hooked in the upper part of the mouth. Their lower jaw is 
paper-thin and is easily torn. Shad flies run from size #10 to #4 depending on the flows each 
season. Smaller flies seem to be a new trend especially later in the run as the water comes down 
and gets very clear. This year appears to be a low water year. Every year the most effective color 
changes.  Flies can be picked up at the local fly shops.  
We will stay in one of the motels in the area, still to be determined.  If you are interested in this 
outing contact me at 782-9193 for more information regarding our fishing and travel plans.  
 

 
Manzanita Lake Outing    JUNE  21

st
-25

th
   Outing Leader-Bernard Pieters 

  
The outing has become a tradition in our club, and most of the info 
is well known to many of us. This majestic place with its alpine 
natural beauty, peacefulness, and quality fishing is bringing us 
fishermen back, year after year. 
In spite of the overall good fishing, the lake can also be challenging. 
Keep in mind: the trout in this lake are'' catch and release'', wild and 
highly educated (at times). Many of us have encountered times when 
we individually tried to figure out what was going on with these 
trout, and some finally figured it out. Was it the weather conditions 
or simple trial and error? Last year was a BLAST, and most of us 

were rewarded big time for our efforts in this heavenly place! 
A floating device is the best way to go; however, there are many good spots around the lake which 
can be fished productively from the shore. In general, the fishing is slow from 4-7pm; this (cont…) 
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will give you ample time to have dinner, and then be ready for the evening fishing. There is a 
fishing briefing (report) planned on a regular basis. A get together can be arranged for one of the 
early evenings.  
 
Lake Almanor is reasonally close by; it would be a great idea to combine Manzanita with the SLFF 
Almanor outing which begins on June 27th. 
 

DETAILS 
WHERE: Manzanita Lake, Lassen Natl. Park (north entrance). Take highway 44 east out of Redding. 
ACCOMMODATIONS: Camping near the lake (no hook ups). Motels are in Shingletown, about 14 miles 
towards Redding on highway 44. 
FEES: Entrance fee $10 / Camping fee $18, California fishing license is required. 
TACKLE: Rod 4-6 with floating and/or intermediate lines. Leaders 9-15 ft (for most fishing).  
Tippets 3 -7 X Fluorocarbon. 
FLIES: Callibaetis Nymphs/Parachute Adams/Gold Ribbed Hare's Ear/Birds Nest Nymph/Pheasant 
Tail Nymph (all in size 14-18). Leeches/Black Ants/Damsel Nymphs/Olive Wooly Buggers 
(small)/Dark Wooly Buggers (mid size). 
RESERVATIONS:  Reserve your site now (they sell out fast)! They can be made online at    
www.Recreation.gov , phone 877-444-6777.  Loop A and C are for reservations, Loop D and E are 
first-come-first-serve.  
 
NOTE:  Christine and I are arriving on Wednesday the 19th. We are in loop C, site 16.  
 
If you have any questions, please call me or email 489 3085  bpieters@aol.com (before June 10 ) 
 

See you at Manzanita! 
  

 
Lake Almanor Outing  June 26

th 
-29

th
 

 
Tucked at the base of Mt. Lassen, Lake 
Almanor is known for its rainbow, brown, and 
Eagle Lake trout, as well as smallmouth bass.  
Numerous streams branch out in all 
directions, providing stream fishing with wild 
trout. 
 
For fishing information, contact Tom 
Maumoynier at www.almanorflyfishing.com  
Check out his new website for the latest 

fishing information. We will meet at Tom’s Shop at 9:00 AM each morning to get the word on the 
best Almanor Basin fishing sites. 
 
There will be a BBQ on June 27 at the Protsman’s Lake Almanor home (929 Lassen View Drive) from 
5:30 till ???  RSVP for entrance to Lake Almanor Country Club. 
 
Contact: George Protsman (929-6016) till May 30 for any info or help planning your trip.  
(Call 530-259-2415 after June 1).  

http://www.recreation.gov/
mailto:bpieters@aol.com
http://www.almanorflyfishing.com/
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Santa Margarita Lake Outing Drew a Crowd!                                by Jim Crescenzi 

We had a great club outing at Santa Margarita Lake on April 20th.  
Weather was perfect (ignoring the wind that picked up around 11 
AM); fishing was exceptionally good, and the barbecue was enjoyed 
by all.  The fishing part is bit of a stretch, in that those of us who 
fished from shore didn’t do well at all, and were further insulted by 
getting stuck in shoreline mud!  Members with water craft reported 
good catches.  The best fishing story (that I heard) was about Art 
Chapman who landed a couple of normal-sized bass, but had a real 
whopper on for several minutes.  This was collaborated by Larry 
Sederberg (fishing nearby) who witnessed the bass go airborne – 
apparently it was very impressive!  The fish parted Art’s 8 pound 
tippet – end of story.  The most unusual catch reported was by 
Madeleine Protsman who actually landed a clam on a fly!  That was 
worth several laughs at the barbecue (not sure what pattern is 
recommended!).  Folks seemed to love the barbecue as determined 
by the eager consumption of items off the grill.  It was a lot of fun! 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Slot Fishing Ocean Perch  by Andy Malovos 

 
Winter perch fishing this year has shown some remarkable consistencies that could produce some 
great success for the interested fly caster. Traditionally, club members have traveled to the 
Carpenteria area to fish the nice sand beaches and enjoy the Barred Surf Perch bite in the January-
February months. Weather is usually good, ocean calm, and biting fish were not that hard to find. 
We would fish the evening low tide on Friday, Dine out at a good restaurant that evening, and then 
hit the low tide again on Saturday morning. To entice the fish "Anything red or orange" in a size 4-6 
Clouser Fly got their immediate attention and kept your rod bent most of your time on the water. 
The last few years, SLFF President Lew Leichter, Rich Chubon, Peter Van Hest, (continued next page) 

Don McGeorge & friend Brenda, 

Mike Powers, Bernard Peters 

Andy Harrison, Robert Benassi, 

and Roger Grizzle 

George & Madeline Protsman (front) 

Rich Chubon, Bob & Edwina Wright 

Bonnie & Ted Pope, 
and Bill Richmond 
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Bernard Pieters, David Holmes, Mark Shelton, Terry Croxton, a few others, and myself have enjoyed 
the action at Rincon and Carpenteria beaches. This year started a little different in January. My 
orange surf rat did not produce much on Friday afternoon- so I switched to a red-tailed checkerboard 
fly tied by local fisherman Lee Baermann with immediate hot results. Baermann's Checkerboard 
series have always been effective in the Santa Barbara area. Use the orange- tailed checkerboard 
when it is clear water/clear day and the red-tailed fly in the evening or murky water conditions.  
Interestingly, in March of this year during a heavy fog day I fished Toro Creek /Standard Oil Beach 
just above Morro Bay. 
Now, here are the tricks: Arrive at the beach about 2 hours into the LOW tide. Find structure--big 
rocks, low rocks with seaweed, birds diving or feeding in the water, seals or lazy sea otters hanging 
around. Using a fast sinking 300-350 grain line with a 5 foot leader, cast your checkerboard fly. Keep 
moving until you FIND THE SLOT. The slot a 6-10 foot wide strip of water that extends about 60 feet 
West from the beach. Do not move your feet in the surf once you catch your second fish!  The SLOT 
is big enough for one person. THIS IS WHERE THE HERD OF PERCH IS. You will be casting and 
releasing fish--some bite 10 feet away others 60 feet farther out. I caught about 10 fish at Toro 
Creek up to 2 pounds. After about 2 hours of fishing the incoming tide pushes your back on the 
beach. Time to go home.  
I used the same fly on a low tide up by Hearst Castle with similar results. The SLOT is a consistent 
producer for Barred Surf Perch from San Diego County up to San Luis Obispo County. Look for 
structure and cast your flies. Once you find THE SLOT you will be hooked!  Go to 
www.flyfishthesurf.com  to see Lee's flies. They seem to be working up here this year. 
 
P.S. MIke Forrest, President of the Salt Water Fly Casters and myself have been participants in the 
One FLY Fishing Tournament held in Southern California every spring. We always end up on the 
barren edge of the hot slot while some lucky participant catches all the fish. They have a great 
raffle!  If the bite gets hot I will notify Lew to put out an E-Blast. 

 
2013 Pyramid Lake Outing    by Rich  Chubon 

  
This year’s outing saw four of us travel north to fish Pyramid 
Lake, NV.  Steve Lefler, Art Chapman, Bill Coughlin, and yours 
truly made the trek to fish for Lahontan cutthroat trout.  In 
recent years this fishery has been getting a reputation for giving 
up more numbers of large fish.  A few years back US Fish 
& Wildlife, in cooperation with the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, 
began planting a new strain of cutthroat trout (―pilot strain‖) 
which have very fast growth rates.  These fish are maturing and 
are now reaching 20 plus lbs. 
  

This year we stayed in a single wide trailer at Crosby’s Lodge, 
which is located right on the lake, allowing us to fish early and 
late with ease.  The accommodations were very adequate and 
priced right. Weather is always an issue when fishing Pyramid 
and this year was no exception.  Our first few days saw a calm 
flat lake (not always good for fishing).  On Friday afternoon and 
Saturday, we fished the area known as the ―South 
Nets‖.   Standing on our fishing ladders we could see fish 
cruising in small pods.   The flat calm water resulted (cont…)  

http://www.flyfishthesurf.com/


(11                                              SLFF Tight Lines Newsletter – MAY 2013              

 

in good fishing in the early morning late afternoon/evening, but very slow midday.  We managed a 
decent number of hook ups, dragging black buggers during the early and late hours.  These fish 
ranged from 18 – 23 inches.  The males were brightly colored and slightly hook jawed indicating 
they were close to the spawning stage.  

 
On Sunday the weather changed, as a storm moved in.  We 
tried fishing that morning, but gave it up, as rain, strong 
gusty winds and waves chased us off our ladders.   Steve and 
Bill left to catch up with family, while Art and I stayed to 
fish that afternoon.  As the storm subsided, we elected to try 
our luck fishing the Windless Cove area.  As luck would have 
it, Pyramid smiled upon me.  I could do no wrong. Fishing 
with an indicator and a Maholo nymph I hooked up and 
released more than half a dozen fish.  I managed to pick up 
several fish on a pyramid beetle as well!   

  
On Monday Art and I relocated to the Truckee area to try fishing both the main Truckee and the 
Little Truckee rivers.  After trying the main Truckee with no luck, we elected to fish the Little 
Truckee.   We fished the tail water section flowing between Stampede and Boca Reservoirs.  This 
section of the Little Truckee is known for giving up rainbow trout in the 18-20 inch range and some 
trophy fish larger than 20 inches.  It’s a pretty little steam which can be waded with no 
difficulty.  The flow was around 150 cfs.  It was Art’s turn to connect with fish.  Using an indicator 
with size #18 nymphs, he connected with and landed 2 beauties in the 20 inch range.  Fishing the 
Little Truckee will now be part of our annual Pyramid trip! 
  

WADING SAFETY continued from page 4 

sure it will be easy to climb out.  Try to avoid wading through swift water that gets above your knees, 
getting a foot stuck, or sliding off the rocks is swift water is something you do not want. Shifting gravel 
or sand can be a real hazard in strong current. Never underestimate the power of running water. 
ALWAYS use a wading stick to aid balance. 
 
Face upstream and slide feet along the bottom. Don’t stride; shuffle sideways, using the stick to test 
for depth, trying each foothold before using it. Always have at least two points of contact: both feet or 
a foot and the staff. Plant your staff; move your feet; stop. Plant the staff again and move your feet 
again. Keep your body sideways to the current. Your profile surface area is greatly reduced by 
standing sideways giving the current less force on you. Facing directly upstream or downstream 
exposes you to the full force of the water and can make it difficult to maintain your balance. Feel 
along with each foot and find a secure spot before you commit your weight to it - don't cross your legs 
as you turn; with crossed legs, you become unstable and may have difficulty reestablishing a safe 
stance.  
  
Riffles and smooth shallow runs can be good places to cross a stream. Pools are usually deep and 
sometimes silty. The tailouts are often broad and shallow, easier to cross. Pocket-water can be good 
for wading and crossing because of the many eddies of slack water behind the boulders, but you 
should be careful in your foot placement because the boulders can entrap your foot, and the widely 
varying currents between the pockets can make wading difficult. Don't wade in rapids that have high 
current velocities.  
  
The bottom material will have an effect on wading. You can get bogged down in mud and silt, sand 
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can wash out from beneath your feet in fast water. Gravel is a good surface on which to wade and 
cobbles offer a good stable wading surface. Boulders offer current relief, but they also pose the 
danger of foot entrapment. A boot can slide in between rocks easily and then become lodged with the 
foot in it. Use your wading staff as a lever to move the rocks to free your foot.  
 
Cross with a partner: 
Having a partner to hold onto for support and visa-versa is a great way to wade across a river; I have 
done this many times myself.  Each holding the other’s belt for balance is a smart way to go. You just 
have to be sure to work together while wading across to the other side. Two anglers wading and 
working together can move in water a single angler would find impossible. With two people, the 
strongest and largest person should take the upstream side.  
  
  
 Wading Gear:  Coated nylon, Neoprene waders, rubberized fabric, or breathable waders present a 

real risk of filling with water and making it almost impossible to move once you fall in and they fill with 
water, unless you are wearing a properly adjusted wader belt. A good wader belt should be a 
fundamental part of your wading equipment and should be put on whenever you wear your waders. 
Make it part of your routine. 
  
The deeper the water, the more buoyant you will become and the less traction you will have. There is 
a point of no return when you are at the mercy of the current, even if your feet are still touching 
bottom. Learn to anticipate this point and to stop before you reach it.  
   
If you find yourself swept off your feet, don't risk your life for the sake of a rod or any other tackle. 
Your recovery will be considerably easier with both hands free.  Give thought to what you'll do if you 
suddenly find yourself floating in fast water at your wading point. Plan an escape route. Look for the 
places where you might get into an eddy. Look for those obstacles that might trap you or injure you. 
The chances of another person being able to help you are slim. Things happen too fast in moving 
water. You must be mentally prepared to rescue yourself.  
     
Swimming directly across the current often results in being swept farther downstream, and trying to 
swim upstream will tire you quickly. The 45-degree position is ideal because it moves you away from 
the hazard and toward the bank. This technique will allow you to get into slower water quickly. When 
drifting, you should resist the temptation to keep feeling for the bottom with your feet as you float 
because you will sink and extend your time in the water; this can sap your strength and slow your 
reactions. It's important to get out of the water as fast as possible, but don't be in a hurry to stand up. 
Get into the slow water first.  
  
You should wear your belt around your waist in moderate water and cinch it higher on your chest 
when you wade into deeper water. This allows you to trap as much air as possible and prevent your 
waders from filling if you wade over the top. 
 
If you fall into the river and get swept away, spread your arms to keep your head above water and 
point your legs downstream so that you can push off rocks as you drift. A wading belt tight around 
your chest will slow the rate at which your waders fill with water. Waders full of water become heavy 
and make it difficult to move. Water pressure will squeeze the air out of the waders but will not keep 
water from entering them.   
  
The right footwear is as important as your choice of waders. There are numerous felt-soled, and non-
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skid wading shoes. The felt will grip slippery rocks as you wade, giving you good traction. 
Stream cleats and felt soles with studs, are essential on some difficult-to-wade streams. Try to match 
the wading boot sole type to the conditions you encounter most often. 
  
The Wading Staff: 
A wading staff is the most useful tool an angler can have on freestone waters. A staff isn't usually 
needed in small streams, spring creeks, and shallow waters, but in a rocky freestone river, where 
depth and current velocities are factors, it provides safety. 
  
A good solid, sturdy staff, telescoping or other type that will bear your full weight when you lean on it 
to prevent a fall is what you need.  Use your wading staff for support and to probe the water before 
you step. Keep the staff connected to your vest so you don't lose it. Choose a wading staff that 
reaches from the ground to your armpit when you are standing up straight. It will help you stay upright 
in the river and probe ahead for underwater hazards.    
  
 If you want to cross a river, proceed on a slight downstream angle wherever possible so you don't 
have to fight the current as well as the irregularity of the bottom. When fishing upstream, walk the 
bank or wade in the slow currents along the side and use eddies created by rocks in the current to 
ease your passage and conserve your energy.  
  
Wading is a foundation skill of fly fishing. It is perhaps the only hazard the sport presents. Like most 
skills, the more accomplished you become, the more you will enjoy your time on the water.  
 
 

SLFF MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
An individual regular membership is $35.00 per year  

for 12 months (January through December).  
Enrollment after 1 July is $20.00 for the remainder of the year.  

To join, please download the Membership Form from our Website: 
http://santaluciaflyfishers.com/PDF/SLFF/App.pdf 

Send completed form with a check for dues to: 
Santa Lucia Fly Fishers 

c/o Secretary 
P.O. Box 166  

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ugly Fish 

of the month! 

 

This 27” catfish came out 

of Del Venturi Pond at 

Fort Hunter Liggett, 

caught with an olive bugger.   

 

http://santaluciaflyfishers.com/PDF/SLFF/App.pdf
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2013 Officers, Directors, & Committees 
Officers            Directors   
President  Lew Leichter                           Ron Bryant, Rich Chubon,                            
Vice President  Art Chapman           Jim Crescenzi, Andy Harrison,                         
Secretary  Sheri Bryant                    Bernard Pieters, Mark Shelton 
Treasurer  Nick Boche                     
       

Committees 
Conservation  Ron Bryant, Doug Daniels  Education  David Holmes 

Membership  Mark Shelton    Rod Building  Mike Powers, Rich Chubon 
Newsletter  Andy Harrison, Ted Pope  Casting  Bernard Pieters, Eric Sherar 
Website  Craig Kincaid     Fly Tying  Jim Crescenzi 
Programs  Rich Chubon, Mark Shelton  Banquet & BBQ Sheri & Ron Bryant   
Outings, Salt Water Andy Malavos, Lew Leichter  Raffle   David Holmes, Lew Leichter 
Outings, Fresh Water  Art Chapman, Rich Chubon  Library   Steve Soenke              
SWCFFF Coordinator   Lew Leichter    Fundraising  David Holmes, Lew Leichter, 
           Rich Chubon 
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San Luis Obispo, CA 93406. 

 
 
 
 

 

 


