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President’s Letter 

John Gierach: After a long hard day of fishing: I'd finished my 
coffee and accepted a cold beer which tasted so wonderful I 
almost fell off the tailgate. My friend taught me when you're 
tired have a cup of coffee first so you can stay awake to enjoy the 
beer. 
 
NEW MEMBERS: Let's all welcome our new members Ken Mahar 
and Charlotte Kelley and Richard Wallis. We look forward to 
getting to know you and spending time on the water with you in 
the near future. 
 
SWCFFF FAIRE: Dates are Sept 20th-22nd (see page 6).  
To pre-register and see the listings of workshops, programs, classes, exhibitors and lodging 
offerings go to www.southwestcouncilfff.org/faire. If you're thinking about going here's a list of 
members who have indicated they plan to attend: Holmes, Chubons, Crafts, Beatties, Lugos, 
Daniels, & Belknaps. We will be putting on the 2 Beginning Fly Fishing classes on Saturday. 
 
CLUB PICNIC BBQ & HALIBUT FISHOUT: Other than some wind that kicked up in the afternoon we 
had good weather, a good turnout, good food and no fish caught. Thanks to Bill Coughlin for 
BBQ'ing the burgers and dogs. Mary & Greg Lugo were the grand prize winners of the Rajeff Echo 
Solo 8 weight outfit. 

ELECTION TIME (i.e. TIME TO GET INVOLVED): As we enter the 4th quarter it's time to start 
planning and organizing for 2014. December will be our annual meeting and election of board 
members. Our current officers, board and committees have done a great job this year and I hope 
many of them will return. At the same time it is very beneficial to get others involved as they bring 
fresh ideas and perhaps a better way to do things to our club. Clubs like ours are often perceived 
as being "cliquish". My observation is that it really divides more along the lines of those who 
participate and those who don't. So whether you volunteer to help on a committee or run to be a 
board member or not try to increase your level of participation and see what happens. We've 
included a list of job descriptions on pages 4 and 5. Take the time to look them over and let me or 
a board member know where you plan to help out. I want to encourage you newer club members to 
get involved by being on one of the committees; I know you will enjoy it. 

SEPTEMBER MEETING:  Jay Murakoshi will be our guest speaker (see next page).  

Andy Harrison, Editor (aharrison99@att.net)                              http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com   

by 
Lew 

Leichter 

Tight Lines   September, 2013 

http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com/
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SAVE THE DATES: 
Sept 4th: Ocean fly fishing outing on the CJ out of Oxnard. Contact Andy Malavos. 
Sept 5th: Fly tying 6:30, SLO Odd Fellows Hall. Pat Hogan will show the finer points of tying a zebra midge. 
Sept 12th: Board of Directors meeting will be AFTER General meeting at Margie's.  
Sept 20-22nd: SWCFFF Faire in Mammoth (We'll be doing the Intro to Fly Fishing class). 
Oct 12-13th: Kern River Outing: note date change from weekend of 10/5 to weekend of 10/12. FOR THOSE 
OF YOU NEW TO THE CLUB/NEW TO THE SPORT AND/OR WHO HAVE ASKED FOR A MENTORING OUTING 
THIS IS IT! GUY JEANS WILL DO HIS CLASS SATURDAY AM ON FISHING THE KERN. (COST $75 EACH). THIS 
IS AN ON THE WATER CLASS AND HAS BEEN VERY POPULAR WITH MEMBERS IN PREVIOUS YEARS. WE WILL 
PAIR YOU WITH AN EXPERIENCED CLUB MEMBER TO CONTINUE FISHING IN THE PM. CLASS SIZE IS LIMITED 
SO CONTACT ME SOON IF YOU WANT TO PARTICIPATE. THIS IS THE CAR SHOW WEEKEND SO MAKE 
RESERVATIONS EARLY (SUGGEST KERN LODGE) 
Nov 2-3rd: O'Neil Forebay striper outing: note date change from 11/16 to weekend of 11/2.    
 

 

NEXT SLFF MEETING INFO: 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 at 6:30pm 

Margie’s Diner, 1575 Calle Joaquin, SLO 

Guest Speaker: Jay Murakoshi 

Program: Baja Fly Fishing, La Ventana/Cerralvo Island 

 
We have been fishing this body of water for two decades and have 
found this to be the #1 water for a wide variety of species. I have 
been fishing the waters of Mexico for 34 years and run a fly fishing 
operation out of La Paz. You have three different types of water to 
fish, blue water, to rocky structure or sandy beaches. There is a wide 
variety of species one can catch, including dorado, roosters, jack 
crevalle, yellow fin tuna, sierras, marlin, yellow tail, wahoo, etc. In 
this presentation, I will cover everything that you will need to know 

and what you’ll need to do to have an enjoyable trip. By the end of the program, you’ll be ready 
for a trip to baja to test out your equipment and fishing skills. This is my number one most 
requested presentation and now has fish fighting video footage included. The program is 45 
minutes in length with a Q&A session after the presentation.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
About Jay Murakoshi: “I have been in the fly fishing industry for the past 39 years 
and also a commercial fly tyer for 38 years, having tied for such notables as Lefty 
Kreh and Trey Combs. At one time or another, I have tied for most of California’s 
fly shops. My patterns have been featured in Fly Fishing in Salt Waters, California 
Fly Fisher, Western Outdoors, North and SouthWest Fly Fishing. I am one of the 
West Coast contributing writers for FFSW magazine. I have developed a few top 
water bass patterns as well as salt water patterns that have been featured in a 

BONUS! Jay will be doing a tying session before the meeting from 5-6 pm.  Here’s a preview: 
“I’m doing a fly that probably no one has tied before.  It’s mainly used down in Baja but can be 

used for fresh water too.  Two materials: wig hair and a Pom Pom. I'll bring the materials.  If you 
decide to tie, you must bring your vise, scissors, & thread.  I will have all the other materials.” 
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NEEDED: Newsletter Editor 

Your current editor will be “retiring” soon. We need to start looking for a replacement!  
WE WILL TRAIN YOU IF NECESSARY. This will be a phased-in transition. 

If you are interested, please contact Andy at aharrison99@att.net 

number of periodicals and I also sell them through my web site www.fliesunlimited.com. They are 
the CB Diver, “Wiggy Airhead” bait fish pattern, and Wig Hair Bill Fish Fly. There are also tying 
instructions that can be found on www.vimeo.com under my name. As a speaker, I have been doing 
seminars and clinics since the early 80’s. I have spoken to thousands of people at events like the 
International Sportsman’s Expo, The Fly Fishing Show, Renzetti Fly Fishing Fair, sports pro shops, 
fly fishing clubs and conclaves. I’m also on pro staff for TFO, Galvan Reels, RIO products, 
SmithAction, Angler’s Sports Group (Dai Ichi Hooks), Gamakatsu, Flymenfishing Company. I also run 
my own travel business taking people south of the border to the La Paz area of BCS. We fish the 
waters of La Ventana/ Cerralvo Island. I spend 3 to 4 months fishing the waters and know them 
quite well. You can find me at www.bajaflyfishingadventures.com. We also arrange trips to 
Guatamala, Turneffe Flats, Australia and Christmas Island. My latest adventure is filming and 
producing fly fishing and fly tying videos.” 

SLFF VISITS SAN LUIS OBISPO VET CENTER   by Lew Leichter 

 
On Friday August 16th, Art Chapman, Jim Crescenzi, Bernard 
Pieters, Trish Curtis, Eric Boyd and I had the opportunity to 
introduce fly fishing and our club to a group of 11 enthusiastic 
veterans. We want to thank Mike Young Team Leader and his 
staff for co-coordinating our visit. 
 
After a brief introduction we broke up into three sessions: Gear 
(Art assisted by Trish), Tying (Jim) & Casting (Bernard). I want 
to thank them for volunteering; a special thanks to Eric who 
shared with the group how fly fishing has helped him in his 

recovery. We invited the group to attend our September meeting & join us if they chose to. 
Hopefully they will be at our meeting, if so make sure you say hi to them and make them feel 
welcome.    
 

SLFF MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

 
An individual regular membership is $35.00 per year  

for 12 months (January through December).  
Enrollment after 1 July is $20.00 for the remainder of the year.  

 
To join, please download the Membership Form from our Website: 

http://santaluciaflyfishers.com/PDF/SLFF/App.pdf 
Send completed form with a check for dues to: 

Santa Lucia Fly Fishers c/o Secretary 
P.O. Box 166  

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 

http://santaluciaflyfishers.com/PDF/SLFF/App.pdf
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SLFF Directors, Officers & Committees Overview 
 
DIRECTORS   The club may have up to 10 directors. Any member in good standing is qualified to be 
elected as a director. Directors are elected by the members at the annual club meeting each 
December for one calendar year terms and may serve an unlimited number of terms. Duties of the 
directors include among others the following:  

o Conduct, manage and control the affairs & business of the club. 
o Determine the amount of annual dues for members. 
o Manage in the manner they deem best all funds and property of the club. 
o Select the club officers from amongst the board members.  

 
(For a complete description see Section 4.11 of the bylaws on the website) 

 
THE OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT   Within the limitations of the bylaws functions as the CEO of the club. Duties include: 
o Preside at all meetings of the members and the Board of Directors. 
o Has general supervision, direction & control of the affairs of the Club. 
o Makes an annual report of the general business of the Club during the previous year to 

the members. 
o Nominates all standing committees in accordance with the Bylaws subject to Board 

approval. 
o Is ex-officio member of all committees. 

 
VICE PRESIDENT Within the limitations of the bylaws functions as the CEO of the Club in the 
absence of the President. 
 
SECRETARY   Duties include: 

o Prepares and maintains full and complete records of all meetings of members and the 
Board of Directors. 

o Maintains a membership roster of the club. 
o Maintains the file of member and guest release agreements. 
o Gives due notice of all meetings & other club activities to the members. 
o Performs other duties as prescribed by the Board of Directors. 

 
TREASURER The treasurer shall have general charge of the financial records and accounts of the 
Club. Duties include: 

o Keeps and maintains adequate & correct books of account showing the receipts & 
disbursements of the Club. 

o Keeps an account of the cash and assets of the Club. 
o Deposits all monies of the Club in accounts as designated by the Board of Directors. 
o Disburses funds of the Club as ordered by the Board of Directors. 
o Prepares and submits to the Board of Directors monthly reports showing the income & 

expenditures of the club and the cash position of the Club on a year-to-date basis. 
o Prepares, in coordination with the President, a proposed annual budget for the 

approval of the Board of Directors. 
o Maintains records to conform to IRS & other taxing authorities’ requirements and 

makes periodic required filings, and is responsible for maintaining the Club’s 
insurance coverage & policies. 
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THE COMMITTEES   
By volunteering to be on a committee you will work with current members to gain 

understanding & experience so you can hopefully lead the effort in the future! 

FUND RAISING Over 75% of the club’s annual income comes from fund raising for our annual silent 
auction & raffles. Committee members solicit donations from: members, the local business 
community, vendors, guides & outfitters and other sources they can think of. The process is made 
easier in that most of the requests and contacts are done via email and many are repeat requests 
to those that donated in the past. Members also are responsible for organizing & pricing items for 
the silent auction & raffles and maintaining the inventory of these items during the year. Also 
sending thank you letters (emails) to all who donate.  

PROGRAMS THE PREZ SAYS: “A MEETING IS NOT A MEETING WITHOUT A PROGRAM”. Committee 
members line up the programs for our monthly meetings and for our annual banquet. Sources 
include guides or outfitters (usually a speaker’s fee & travel expense), local presenters (Cal Poly, 
conservation groups etc) and member presentations.  

OUTINGS This committee plans and organizes both fresh & salt water outings for the club. 
Committee members can lead outings themselves or encourage other members to lead. Numerous 
outings are done annually (Kern River, Manzanita Lake, etc,) and dates are planned well in 
advance. Some are planned in advance but dates should remain flexible based on fishing conditions 
(Pyramid Lake, etc.). Some outings are organized on very short notice with notification by e-blasts 
(surf perch, local ponds & reservoirs, etc). Committee members should always be on the lookout 
for new &/or different outing opportunities.  

CONSERVATION   Everyone who fly fishes needs to be concerned with maintaining our lakes, 
streams and rivers.  Conservation is the only way that we can continue to pursue our hobby, 
our passion, our way of life, whatever you consider fly fishing to be. Members of this 
committee plan and organize club activities usually in conjunction with local conservation 
groups (SLO Land Conservancy, Central Coast Salmon Enhancement, SLO Creek clean up day 
etc). 

MEMBERSHIP   This committee looks for ways to encourage new members to join and become 
active in club activities, promotes club awareness in the community and keeps in contact 
with new members. 

BANQUET & BBQ   This committee plans and organizes our annual fund raising banquet and annual 
bbq/picnic at Avila beach. 

WEBSITE   This committee works with our webmaster to keep our website fresh and up to date 
with club information. 

LIBRARY  This committee makes sure the library is available to members at all meetings; keeps 
track of items checked out, solicits donations to the library from members and suggests 
additions to the library to the board for purchase. 

NEWSLETTER   This committee edits, publishes, and distributes the club’s monthly newsletter.  

Get involved and help shape the future of SLFF! 
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Small is Beautiful for September (Zebra Midge Pattern) by Jim Crescenzi 
 
The next fly tying session will be on Sept. 5th at the Odd Fellows Hall in San 
Luis Obispo, from 6:30 – 8:30 in the evening.  The pattern will be the 
venerable Zebra Midge, as demonstrated by Pat Hogan.  
This is a classic pattern – in fact perhaps too well known!  I generally attempt 
to write a summary about the upcoming pattern, but a search of the internet 
and my favorite fly tying books on this pattern yields such a huge amount of 
information that it may be futile to attempt to summarize.  My favorite fly 
pattern book, Dave Hughes’ Handbook of Hatches, has a whole chapter 
dedicated to midges.  Most of the information is about midge fishing, rather 

than this particular fly pattern.  It seems that many of us tend to overlook the midge patterns (commonly 
size 18, 20 and smaller), much to our disadvantage.  The midge (chironomid), which is non-biting and 
generally very small, is quite a subject in itself.  Apparently there are on the order of 10,000 species of this 
little guy, and they inhabit just about all fresh waters (flowing and still).  Additionally, they “hatch” to 
some degree all year long, and are a standby food source for trout.  
There are two common methods of fishing midges – deep, near the bottom of still waters in particular, or 
within the top few inches of the flowing water column during a hatch.  Since midges are often so small and 
it is tough to notice a “hatch”; its not a bad idea to use a zebra midge as a dropper.  Hopefully, Pat Hogan 
will explain his successful fishing technique for using these small imitations.  The current vogue is to fish 
midge pupae patterns close to the bottom of still waters, and it is probably a good technique for ultra-
patient anglers who know where the fish are feeding.  If you are more than a couple of feet away from the 
fish, it would seem (to me) to be unlikely it will move to your size 20 fly. 
The session for October will be led by Art Chapman, tying the “Kern Candy” nymph.  The previous August 
session on the CDC/Elk Hair Caddis was well attended.  Our recently introduced policy of charging $2 for fly 
tying material (with the room rent covered by the club) is keeping us in the black.  In some cases (this 
coming month in particular), there will be no charge for participating because our piggy bank is full, and 
because Pat Hogan is donating the material! 

  

 

Sept. 20-22   FFF FLY FISHING FAIRE HIGHLIGHTS MAMMOTH WEEKEND 
 

MAMMOTH LAKES, Calif. – In what might be officially described as 

a three day three ring circus of all things fly-fishing, longtime anglers 

and newcomers to the sport will mingle at the Southwest Council 

International Federation of Fly Fishers end-of-summer Faire, Sept. 20-

22.  Faire hours are Fri., 9-5; Sat., 9-5; and Sun., 9-3. The intensive, 

all-encompassing homage to the ancient game of fly-fishing will be 

conducted by about 100 FFF volunteers, local fly-fishing guides and 

personalities at Cerro Coso College, 101 College Parkway in 

Mammoth, with “classrooms” stretching the Eastern Sierra from Bishop to Bridgeport. 

 “The Fly Fishing Faire will be a potpourri of the sport with clinics, workshops, films, casting, fly-tying, 

vendor displays and every aspect of fly-fishing,” said Connie Bullock, Santa Clarita, who chairs the event. 

 Fly Fishing Faire admission is $15 adult or $20 per family; ages 16-years and younger are free.  Eastern 

Sierra residents receive a $5 discount.  A single admission is good all Faire days.  Some workshops and 

Fly Tying 
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seminars are included in the Faire admission; other classes will have separate registration, materials or 

participation fees.  $15 for one or $20 for both films will be charged for motion picture showings. 

 There will be two film showings Fri. at the Minaret Theater in Mammoth Lakes.  The Manzanar Fishing 

Club, the story of the World War II Eastern Sierra Japanese-American internment camp, will be seen at 6.  The 

2013 edition of the International Fly Fishing Film Festival screens at 8. Films in the IF4 include both full-length 

features and shorts:  Cast Alaska II, The Last Salmon Forest, Surf’s Up, Only the River Knows, A Deliberate 

Life, Competition, Beard Chronicles, California Trout and Angry Rain.  Saturday night‟s dinner will feature 

photographer, world traveler, writer and casting champion Brian O‟Keefe. Exhibiting vendors will have display 

booths including end-of-the-season sales on rods, reels, waders, boots and other tackle at reduced prices.  

 Classes, seminars and on-the-water educational activities include: 

FLY CASTING  

 Casting for Beginners; 

 Double Haul for Distance; 

 Improving Your Distance with Brian O‟Keefe; 

 Presentation and Accuracy; 

 Using “Switch Rods” Effectively; 

 Mending Strategies and Other Techniques; and 

 Casting with Either Arm. 

FLY TYING 

 Beginning Fly Tying; 

 Trout Flies with Buz Buszek Award Winner Steven Fernandez;  

 Fly Tying Demonstrations; 

 Tying Woven and Woven Wire Nymphs; and 

 Tying Extended Body Flies. 

FLY-FISHING 

 Rush Creek; 

 Just Women and Float Tubing; 

 Learning the Lower Owens at High Flows; 

 Lake Crowley Still Water Midge Fishing; 

 Upper Owens Techniques; 

 Introduction to Float Tubing; 

 High Country Lakes; and 

 Hot Creek. 

 Faire proceeds will be utilized for fly-fishing with Boy Scouts, conservation and education projects 

including Trout-in-the-Classroom; and Project Healing Waters activities with wounded veterans in cooperation 

with VA Hospitals. The Southwest Council is composed of 23 individual conservation and education fly-fishing 

clubs in Southern California and Southern Nevada, part of the International Federation of Fly Fishers (IFFF.)    

 “Our raffle prizes include a „laundry list‟ of rods, reels, fly lines, flies, fishing trips, guided trips, fishing 

accessories and clothing including a $750 value Sage Zero 4-weight flyrod,” said Bullock.        

 Reservations for the Faire seminars, workshops and classes are on a first-come, first-served basis at 

www.swc-fff.org/faire or by calling (818) 200-1499. 

http://www.swc-fff.org/faire
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Kern River Outing October 11-13th 

We need to hear from you if you're 
planning to join us. This is car show 
weekend so room reservations could 
be difficult to come by. Sequoia 
Lodge has a 3 night minimum this 
weekend so I won't be staying 
there. So far 3 members have signed 
up for Guy Jeans’ Saturday AM class 
on fishing the Kern (Randy, Catherine 
& Trish) several others have 
expressed an interest. I need to hear 
from you as we need a minimum of 6. 
  
 
 

 

Manzanita Lake by Bernard Pieters 

 
 In this report, 
there is no mention of a 
monster trout that broke 
Bob Williams’ rod last 
year. Therefore, allow 
me to take you with me 
for a brief moment into 
the Manzanita story. 
 Thursday, June 
20th, the first morning 
of the outing, I observed 
the sunrise over this 
pristine lake. The 
awakening sun was just 
beginning to show his 
first early glimpse of 
light over the snow-
covered mountaintop.   Everything on the lake seems so quiet and peaceful, like no one has ever 
set foot on this majestic place.  The only signs of life (at this time) came from a pair of Canadian 
geese parents who were giving their newborn offspring a morning makeup tuneup, followed by a 
refreshing splashing swimming game.  I was so swept away in this magnificent moment that I didn't 
realize someone on the shore in his float-tube was gearing out for a fish-out. Bob Williams never 
thought he could make it this year to his favorite lake.  He wasted no time to fulfill his fishing 
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appetite, and kicked-off his float-tube from the shore to enjoy the beginning of a two day fishing 
spray.  
 This first morning was for me much more focused on exploring the lake than on actually 
fishing.  I wanted to see if there were any changes in this micro-environment compared to last 
year that could possibly influence my fishing results (approach).  By rowing away just a few 
hundred yards from the shore I could easily see the impressive mountain that dictates the weather 
outcome for a great part in this fragile ecosystem.  It was covered with snow just around the 
volcanic crater top, which was far less than in previous years.  As a direct result, the creek was 
running half the amount of water than normal, and the lake was about 1-1/2 ft. lower than it was 
supposed to be.  The water temperature was a few degrees warmer than last year and very clear. 
The weed-beds were in full growth and more mature, covered with just 3-4 ft. of surface water. 
The deeper semi-weedless drop-offs were recognizable next to the weed-beds.   
 After ending my exploration tour around 
10:15 a.m., I was ready and more prepared to 
fish this sometimes challenging alpine lake. 
 Two fly fishers who passed by (who had been 
nymphing the whole time) reported the fishing 
was on the slow side so far for them.  I took 
partly into account (for my first line setup) the 
info that I just have received from these two 
men. My set up was a 5wt clear (intermedite) 
Rio hover line with a 1 ips sink rate, a 9’ mono-
fluorocarbon combo leader, extended with a 6 
ft. 5 x fluorocarbon tippet. I used a size 8-10 
(almost unweighted) self-made olive color dwarf seal-streamer.   
 The casts were precisely directed to the (prime) spots in the lake where we got the semi-
weedless dropoffs (close to the weed beds).  I tried my first few casts with a 15 count sinking time, 
to let the fly reach the assuming feeding zone.  My retrieve was a slow irregular 3/4 ft. pulling 
motion, combined with a semi short 1-2 sec pause (and so on).   The first attempts were fruitless 
and made me decide for the next casts to expend the sinking time of the fly for a few counts.  And 
bingo, there was the answer to my offer, with a forceful pull on the line, which was followed up by 
me with a fast but soft hook-set.  He took off immediately for cover to the weed-bed, where so 
many of us have been broken off before, but not this time, I kept the resisting pulling fish away 
from this hazard.  Shortly after this crucial moment the 18 in. brown was ready for netting.  After a 
dozen strikes with 3/4 of them resulting in hookups, it was time to try out something different for 
these feeding creatures. 
 My second rod setup has a 5 wt. fl. line, with a 10-11 ft. mono leader, extended with a 4-6 
ft. 6 x fluorocarbon tippet, presenting a size 16 pheasant tail nymph.  I was fishing now in more 
dense vegetated water.  To be productive, I had to adjust to a shorter sinking time of the fly, 
combined with a slower and shorter retrieve style. On my third cast I felt a very tiny short pull, I 
set the hook and the fish came off.  Two casts later, my fly line showed for a split second a 
tightening motion.  I answered this move with a fast and delicate shock absorbing hook-set, and 
fish on!  The pheasant tail nymph had produced an even better result than my first line set-up. 
 The bites had now tapered off, and were replaced with surface feeding rises.  It was late-noon and 
time to row back for lunch with Christine, and give tomorrow the dry fly a try. 
 At our daily five o'clock fishing briefing was Ray Belknap, who arrived mid-morning with his 
wife Patsy, and Don McGeorge who joined us and had set up camp around noon.  The new guys 
were "all-smiles" when Bob Williams reported a somewhat slower morning, but an impressive 
twenty-some fish caught (on the dry fly size 16 p-Adams) in the afternoon.  To finish, I gave my 
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small part of the briefing, and we decided to be back on the water for the evening fishing.  Every 
one of us caught fish.  The overall fishing was slower for each of the following evenings than last 
year. 
 The next morning, most of us were back on the water between 8:30 and 9:30 am.  After a 
near-freezing night Don could not make it to go fishing; painful leg cramps had bothered him the 
whole night. It took him more than a half-hour just to put his clothes on and to come out of his 
tent.  He didn't want to take any risk in trying to float-tube the lake and he decided to return back 
home. 
 Some “early birds" (midge fisherman) told me it has been good earlier in the morning, but 
now has tapered down to less than half the strikes.  After some time I met Ray on the other side of 
the lake, who was fishing a Callibaetis nymph and had picked up around a half a dozen nice trout. 
Bob was fishing close to the shore with a two-fly combo and could not complain about his catch so 
far.  I tried out for the first hour a few new flies (with not much in results).  Changing back to the 
Pheasant Tail has proven to me again to be the most productive nymph.   
 The dry flies came off (just like yesterday) around half-noon, almost timed like clockwork. 
 The hatching Callibaetis were bringing the fish to the surface into a feeding frenzy that exploded 
the lake like boiling water.  The fishing was just fabulous.  These wild beauties took almost every 
good presented fly from me until I left around 2 p.m. for a late lunch.  My line setup was a 5 wt. 
floating line with a 12 ft. mono leader extended with a 5 ft. fluorocarbon tippet, and a size 16 
Callibaetis cripple.  
 Some other people around me did equally well.  Ray left the lake a bit too early to be part 
of the scene.  Bob was out of my sight to know his fishing results.  I met him back later in the 
evening on the shore ending his two day fishing spray.  He got the same (but for a longer time) 
fabulous experience like me today.  His fishing hunger was now satisfied (till possibly next year?) 
 Ray and I were back on the water Saturday morning joined with eight other people. The 
fishing produced (for the first three hours) about the same results as the two previous mornings. 
 The beginning of the dry fly activity started again around noontime. We pantoned side-by-side less 
than 40 yards from each other where the surface feeding really took off.  Both of us were fishing 
the early stage of the Callibaetis cripple.  Ray caught a couple of nice ones and I landed a few, but 
was broken off in the weeds twice in a row from big fish and lost my two last cripple flies.  That 
put me temporarily out of the catching game.   Ray had a ball of a time by fishing his fly with a 
slight moving motion, which was creating the perfect subsurface cripple.  The trout loved it and 
stroked the fly time after time with a line-pulling move.  He brought to the net at least a dozen of 
nice fighting fish.  He moved back to shore to finish his remarkable morning. 
 The trout had changed their fly selection during this time and during my last hour of fishing 
for the day.  Now they took without hesitation my adult Callibaetis dry, which was a rewarding 
happy ending. 
 Ray decided to wait and camped out, while the incoming two-day-storm passed (predicting 
over 2 in. of rain).  Christine and I concluded our Manzanita outing, and moved on for a new fishing 
adventure to Lake Almanor. 

 
 

HALIBUT OUTING by Bernard Pieters 

  
The morning of July 14th started out with a foggy overcast sky. Rich Chubon and Ray Belknap had 
already been fishing the 8:30 low tide from the shore at the time most members were gearing up.  
The early birds had caught no fish so far, and came out for a zip of hot coffee.  For Bob Bayer was it 
the first ocean experience, and did some practicing, adjusting his casting in this new environment.  
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Peter Van Hest had been fishing the whole morning father offshore.  He reported to us he did great 
on tiny lizard fish, and caught also a decent amount of smelt on small flies, fishing it with a much 
faster retrieve, which consequently puts you out of the game for halibut! 

One by one anglers were changing from the big halibut 
flies to the smaller flies.  Jim Crescenzi was the first to 
be in the bite, followed by Bill Winston. Looking around 
me, most of our rods were bent at one time or another 
from the small big-toothed lizard fish, combined with 
the good pulling smelt. A few times Lew Leichter and 
Roger Grizzle got a weeping line with a double smelt 
on, thinking “There he is--the halibut!”  Steve Leffer 
was trying out the beach area with limited action from 
the fish side.  Terry Croxton was fishing from his new 
kayak. It was set up like a small deepwater fishing 

battleship, equipped with 3 rods and all the latest fish-found-stuff. Terry and I fished the whole 
morning with the big halibut flies for no action from the fish we were after.  Mary and Greg Lugo came 
for the first time to this outing . They choose to stay on the shore and enjoy the action from their 
beach chairs. Greg was geared up with his super-long camera to document the most interesting 
moments of the fish-out. 
To conclude: The news media reported this summer a 
lot of whale activity less than a mile out of the bay. 
There was the food to scoop up for them! The halibut 
did the same as his big brother by feeding also farther 
offshore!  The live bait fishermen had no result with 
their offering!  The smelt fishing (100- 200 yards 
offshore) was decent for most of us.  The lizard fish 
stole the show!  Even with the absence of halibut, 
everyone had a good time. 
  

 
 

Tejon Ranch Outing  by Lew Leichter 

 
On July 27th Art Chapman, Steve Leffler, Steve Soenke and I took 
the 2 hour drive across Hwy 166 to check out this new (for us) 
bass fishing venue. We were hosted by Russ Gabel of  
www.fraziermountainflyfishing.com  This 40 acre impoundment 
in the middle of the private ranch gets very little pressure and 
holds some very nice bass and blue gill. Unfortunately we picked 
the wrong time of year to check it out. It was very hot and the 
fishing was slow. I would definitely recommend going in the 
spring.  

 
Based upon our one day experience our consensus is this: when 
compared to FHL, it probably holds larger fish on average, doesn't 
have the diversity of scenery as the numerous FHL ponds, is a longer 
drive, and at $100+ per rod per day is more expensive than the FHL 
annual pass. You never know until you try.  

 



 

(12                                              SLFF Tight Lines Newsletter – September 2013              

 

 
                                                            

2013 Officers, Directors, & Committees 
Officers            Directors   
President  Lew Leichter                           Ron Bryant, Rich Chubon,                            
Vice President  Art Chapman           Jim Crescenzi, Andy Harrison,                         
Secretary  Sheri Bryant                    Bernard Pieters, Mark Shelton 
Treasurer  Nick Boche                     
       

Committees 
Conservation  Ron Bryant, Doug Daniels  Education  David Holmes 

Membership  Mark Shelton    Rod Building  Mike Powers, Rich Chubon 
Newsletter  Andy Harrison, Ted Pope  Casting  Bernard Pieters, Eric Sherar 
Website  Craig Kincaid     Fly Tying  Jim Crescenzi 
Programs  Rich Chubon, Mark Shelton  Banquet & BBQ Sheri & Ron Bryant   
Outings, Salt Water Andy Malavos, Lew Leichter  Raffle   David Holmes, Lew Leichter 
Outings, Fresh Water  Art Chapman, Rich Chubon  Library   Steve Soenke              
SWCFFF Coordinator   Lew Leichter    Fundraising  David Holmes, Lew Leichter, 
           Rich Chubon 
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