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PRESIDENT’S LETTER – January 2015 
 
John Gierach:  “I guess you never understand the full weight of a moral 
principle until you've violated it once and seen what happens. The 
principle pertaining to secret spots goes something like hide the truck 
while fishing and keep your mouth shut afterwards. Lie if necessary even 
if it means you won't be able to brag.”  
 
 
 
2015 DUES RENEWAL:  PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT AND PAY YOUR $35 DUES.  
We will not require a renewal application unless your contact info has changed. Mail your 
payment to SLFF PO BOX 166 SLO 93406 or bring to a meeting.  We would like to have all dues 
renewed ASAP.  
 
JANUARY MEETING: (Due to a power failure at Margie’s during our December meeting, the 
December program is now the January program.) January’s club program will be our 5th Annual 
Year-in-Review show led by Mark Shelton.  If you have any digital photos you’d like to see 
in this show, please email them to Mark at mshelton@calpoly.edu  This is an interactive program, 
so members can share their highlights of great trips with the club while watching the slides.  Don’t 
miss it! 
 
2015 OUTINGS:  Make a New Year’s resolution to fish at least one more day in 2015 than in 2014.  
That means I’m shooting for 50 days (slowing down in my old age). 
   
Here’s a start: 

• First Saturday of each month (1/3 & 2/7 to start) surf perch outings with the Santa Barbara 
club at Santa Claus Lane in Carpentaria. These will include instructions for newcomers to the 
surf. 

• January 8th-11th NEW OUTING to the International Sportsmen's Expo (ISE) in Sacramento. 
There is a separate building dedicated to fly fishing with lots of presenters & exhibitors. 
Check it out at (www.sportsexpos.com/attend/2015/sacramento). In conjunction we will try 
to do some winter steelheading on the American River in Sacto while we're there.  

Let us know if you are interested or need more information about these trips.   

http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com        San Luis Obispo, CA                  Greg & Mary Lugo, Editors 

by 
Lew 
Leichter 

Tight Lines   Jan - 2015 
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ANNUAL BANQUET MARCH 7th MADONNA INN: 
 
We are really looking forward to our guest speaker, Rick Hafele. Check out his bio at 
rickhafele.com. You can read Rick's interesting article on "Nymphing No No's" included in the 
newsletter. At the banquet you will have your choice of 3 luncheon entries, raffle items, the silent 
auction, and good company. 
 
We will be mailing out the banquet invitations and raffle tickets early in January.  We will need 
your RSVP by February 15th.  In addition you will receive: 
 

• A Members Donation Request Form: Your donations are very popular and contribute to the 
financial success of the banquet. Please consider making a donation this year. 

 
• A Donation Letter on club letterhead: that you can use if you chose to solicit donations 

from local businesses etc. We haven't done much of this previously. I know other clubs have 
and it's been very successful. If we each can get one local business to donate it will go a long 
way to helping us reach our goal. 

 
• A list of Silent Auction Special Orders: check this out for some very nice discounts from our 

sponsors on selected items of your choice. You will want to do your homework in  
 advance and come prepared to be the winning bidder.  

 
 
 
SAVE THE DATES 
 
Jan 3rd -  Surf perch outing Santa Claus Lane 
Carpanteria. Meet at 6AM at the Abertson's in Orcutt for 
ride sharing. Contact me if you're planning to join us. 
 
JAN 8th - Board meeting at Margie's. 6:30 General meeting featuring  
Mark Shelton and our members slide show. 
 
JAN 9th - 11th -  ISE show at Cal Expo in Sacramento and winter steelhead fishing in the American 
River. Contact Rich Chubon if you're planning to join us. 
 
JAN 17th - SWCFFF club management day in Riverside. For all board and committee members this is 
an informative get together with the 24 other clubs and includes a mandatory stop at the Bass Pro 
Shop in Rancho Cucamonga on the way home. If interested in attending let me know. 
  
MAR 7th - Annual banquet with our guest speaker Rick Hafele, noted Author, Lecturer and Bug Man. 
You won't want to miss it. 
 

SLFF embroidery: If you have a shirt or other garment you would like embroidered contact 
Steve Deal, 590 Pinecone Way, Arroyo Grande, CA 805-473-1612 ($7 club logo; $10 logo & name) 
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Thursday, January 8, 2015 at 6:30pm 
Margie’s Diner, 1575 Calle Joaquin, SLO 

A members favorite.. you won’t want to miss it. 
 

Back by popular demand…  
(and a very inconvenient lack of voltage) 

SLFF MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
An individual regular membership is $35.00 per year  

For 12 months (January through December).  
Enrollment after 1 July is $20.00 for the remainder of the year.  

 
To join, please download the Membership Form from our Website: 

http://santaluciaflyfishers.com/PDF/SLFF/App.pdf 
 

Send completed form with a check for dues to: 
Santa Lucia Fly Fishers 

c/o Secretary 
P.O. Box 166  

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
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There will be no fly tying session in January due to the New Year’s Day holiday.  
The fly tyers are free to watch reruns of the Rose Parade, nurse hangovers, or go fishing!  We will 
resume our sessions again on Thursday, February 5th at 6:30, at the Odd Fellows Hall in San Luis 
Obispo. See you in February, Jim Snodgrass. 
 

 
 

Nymphing No-No’s 
 
By Rick Hafele 
  
SOMETIMES KNOWING what not to do can be more important than knowing what you should 
do.  Over the years I’ve made my share of mistakes and seen others fail at nymph fishing only 
because of a few simple missteps. Below are five simple no-no’s that if avoided I believe will 
greatly improve your nymph fishing success. 
 
 #1: Don’t be afraid to use small nymph patterns! For some reason most fly fishers pay close attention 
to the size of their patterns when fishing dry flies, but routinely grab the largest fly in their fly box when 
selecting a nymph pattern.  It’s hard not to.  Even after years and years of experience to the contrary, I still 
have to force myself to select a size 16 or 18 nymph instead of a size 10 or 12.  It just seems to make sense 
that a trout will one, see a larger nymph easier than a small one and two, find a larger morsel of food much 
more enticing than a small morsel.  I mean who picks the smallest slice of cake on the dessert tray? 
 
#2: Avoid “Rootitis” Rootitisis one of the most common afflictions of beginning nymph fishers, and it will 
seriously limit your success. How do you know if you have rootitis? If you find yourself parked in one spot 
fishing nymphs for 30, 20, or even ten minutes without getting a strike and not moving, you have rootitis. 
 
#3: Change patterns that aren’t working This problem is sort of like rootitis in that you are continuing 
to do something that isn’t working. With rootitis you are continuing to fish the same water. In this case you 
are continuing to use the same fly pattern. 
 
#4: Get your nymphs to the bottom Skip and Dave both mention the need to fish nymphs deep, which 
means near the bottom whether you are fishing in water two feet deep or ten. I want to emphasize this 
even more by saying: If your nymph isn’t hanging up on or bumping the bottom at least once every five or 
six casts, you are not fishing deep enough and need to add more weight to your leader. I don’t mean that 
you should lose a fly every five or six casts, but you should be feeling your fly hit the bottom. Occasionally it 
will get snagged, and some snags will result in a lost fly. If you want to improve you nymph fishing however, 
as they say, get use to it! 
 
#5: Fish nymphs with as little line as possible One of the main challenges of nymph fishing is detecting 
a strike and then setting the hook before the fish spits out your fly. All successful nymph fishing tactics 
maximize these two factors. No matter what tactic you are using, you will be more effective at detecting a 
strike and hooking fish if you shorten the amount o line you have on the water. 
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Three Early Winter Events From 
 

THE SOUTHWEST COUNCIL 
FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS 

The 23 Independent Clubs of Southern California and Southern Nevada 
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Lago Fig Outing Report 
 
 

December 29th 2014 – Lew Leichter 
 
After being rained out we finally got out on Lago Fig.  I took my grandson and son-in-law and was 
joined by Art Chapman, Harmon Rider and Jim Snodgrass.  We all did OK, but as you can see Jim 
did the best.  Rick Paaske says they are bringing in another load of fish and will let me know when 
they arrive  We will plan some additional outings for the club.  
 
 

 
 
 
The fishing was slower today, averaging about 5 or 6 per.  We did manage to hook two of the big 
browns, one 21” and one 24” which was very cool.  Let me know when the next batch arrives and 
we’ll plan another club outing. 
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2015 Outings & Event Schedule –Rich Chubon 
 
Listed below is our Club’s 2015 calendar for Outings and Events.  We have some new events and 
outing opportunities scheduled for next year in addition to our favorites.   Where we could, dates 
have also been provided.  Some dates are yet to be determined. Remember also that dates can 
change depending on water, weather, and fishing conditions.  All date changes will be announced 
in our newsletter and/or by an e-blast when necessary.   
 
SANTA LUCIA FLY FISHER 2015 OUTINGS & EVENTS 
 
JANUARY 3      SURF PERCH OUTING   - Lew Leichter  
JANUARY 8 - 11  INTERNATIONAL SPORTSMEN’S EXPOSITION -  SACRAMENTO                                  
JANUARY 11 – 12  AMERICAN RIVER WINTER STEELHEAD 
FEBRUARY 7                       SURF PERCH OUTING – Lew Leichter     
FEBRUARY 20 - 22                 PLEASANTON FLY FISHING SHOW     
MARCH 7                       ANNUAL BANQUET 
MARCH 8                               SURF PERCH OUTING - Lew Leichter 
MARCH    HUNTER LIGGETT BASS OUTING -    
MARCH   14, 21, 28         CASTING CLINICS   - Bernard Pieters                
MARCH 23, 24, 24  PYRAMID LAKE  OUTING – Rich Chubon 
APRIL    HUNTER LIGGETT BASS PONDS – Andy Harrison 
APRIL 14 – 16   PYRAMID LAKE – Lew Leichter 
APRIL  20 -25 SAN JUAN RIVER, NEW MEXICO -  SOARING EAGLE LODGE 
APRIL  SANTA MARGRETA/ LOPEZ LKE OUTING – Jim Crescenzi 
MAY 2    ONE  SURF FLY EVENT - TORREY PINES, SAN DIEGO 
MAY    DEMOCRAT FLATS SMALL MOUTH OUTING 
MAY    AMERICAN RIVER SHAD 
JUNE      MANZANITA LAKE – Bernard Pieters 
JUNE                LAKE ALMANOR –  
JULY                  CEDER GROVE UPPER KINGS RIVER    
JULY               HALIBUT OUTING  - AVILA BAY  
AUGUST               ANNUAL BBQ & HALIBUT OUTING – Bernard Pieters 
SEPTEMBER 18-20 MAMMOUTH LAKE FFF FLY FISHING FAIRE – Rich Chubon 
SEPTEMBER    SEA JAY SALT WATER  TRIP – Andy Malovos 
OCTOBER   SWC INTERCLUB TOURNAMENT – KERN RIVER  
NOVEMBER 7-8     ONEIL FOREBAY STRIPERS – Mark Shelton 
 
 
OTHER POSSIBILITIES & COMMENTS 
 
PYRAMID LAKE DATES ARE SUBJECT TO WEATHER CONDITIONS 
EAST SIERRA OUTING – E. WALKER,  HOT  CREEK, OWENS -  LATE MAY OR SEPTEMBER  
HUME LAKE AND SEQUOIA CREEK  -  MAY OR JUNE    
KELSY BASS RANCH – MAY 
DEMOCRATIC FLAT OUTING CAN ALSO BE MOVED AS WELL  
 



(10                                              SLFF NEWSLETTER – January 2015              

 

                                            
 

Come wet a line with us!  Thank you for supporting those 
who help support our chapter. 
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OFFICERS  
President Lew Leichter 
Vice President Art Chapman 
Secretary Sheri Bryant 
Treasurer Judy Chubon 
 
Directors  
Bernard Pieters Ron Bryant 
Rich Chubon Mark Shelton 
Jim Crescenzi Tom Nickelson 
 
Committees  
Conservation Tom Nickelson Website Art Chapman 
 Ron Bryant  Ted Pope 
 Doug Daniels (TIC)  K C Lim 
    
Newsletter Greg and Mary Lugo Education David Holmes 
    
Programs Rich Chubon Casting Bernard Pieters 
 Mark Shelton  Eric Sherar 
    
Membership Mark Shelton Fly Tying Jim Snodgrass 
    
SECFFF Coordinator Lew Leichter Rod Building Mike Powers 
   Rich Chubon 
Fresh Water Outings Art Chapman   
 Rich Chubon   
    
Salt Water Outings Andy Malavos Library Steve Soenke 
 Lew Leichter   
    
Fundraising Bob Bayer Banquet & BBQ Sheri and Ron Bryant 
 Lew Leichter   
 Rich Chubon   
 George Protsman   
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P.O. Box 166 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
 


