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PRESIDENT’S LETTER – November 2014 
 
John Gierach:  I've fished a fair number of roadside creeks around the West 
over the years and I've admired many more from a car window on my way to 
fish somewhere else.  I've come close to wrecking my pickup a few times 
because I was watching the creek instead of where I was going.  Imagine a 
narrow, winding road, a trout rising in a lovely little pool, and a UPS truck in 
the oncoming lane.  Luckily my friends and I have developed an ass-backwards 
system whereby the driver watches the stream and the passenger watches the 
road.  Conversations degenerate into shorthand. One guy says, "Rise". The 
other guy says, "Heads Up". 
 
 
NEW (& RETURNING) MEMBERS:  After a couple years sabbatical Will Barkhuff has returned.  We also want 
to welcome new members Duval Moss and Christina & Marty Wilder. We look forward to spending some time 
on the water with you in the near future. 
 
NOVEMBER MEETING:  Jim Crescenzi will share info and photos on his and his son Dave's most recent annual 
trip to fish some of the great waters in Montana.  Looking forward to it. (See below). 
 
DECEMBER MEETING:  We will review the slate of candidates for election to the board and have a voice vote 
(see below) and review our financials.  December’s club program will be our 5th Annual Year-in-
Review show led by Mark Shelton.  If you have any digital photos you’d like to see in this show, please 
email them to Mark at mshelton@calpoly.edu  This is an interactive program, so members can share 
their highlights of great trips with the club while watching the slides.  Don’t miss it! 
 
OLD BOARD = NEW BOARD:  This is easy, since no one expressed an interest, the current board members 
will stay on for another year after voting ourselves substantial pay raises and increased contributions to our 
401-k's. 
 
2015 OUTINGS SCHEDULE:  We are in the process of compiling the 2015 schedule.  If you have suggestions 
or recommendations for a new outing please let Rich Chubon know.  We'll publish the TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
in the December newsletter.  Here's a heads up on some outings in early 2015: 
 

• First Saturday of each month (1/3, 2/7 & 3/7) surf perch outings with the Santa Barbara club at 
Santa Claus Lane in Carpentaria. These will include instructions for newcomers to the surf. 

• January 8th-11th NEW OUTING to the International Sportmen's Expo (ISE)  in Sacramento. There is a 
separate building dedicated to fly fishing. In conjunction we will try to do some winter steelheading 
on the American River in Sacto on 1/11 & 12. 

 

http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com        San Luis Obispo, CA                  Greg & Mary Lugo, Editors 

by 
Lew 
Leichter 

Tight Lines   Nov - 2014 
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(President’s Letter continued) 
 
 

NEW LAGO FIG OUTING  
 
Join me on Saturday Dec 13th, $75 per rod, limit 8 rods (currently 6 openings). Freshly stocked 1,000 pounds 
of triploid rainbows, averaging 17 inches, up to 6 pounds and 24 inches.  Fishing is great stripping streamers 
or hanging midges under an indicator.  One member has commented "This is as good as any of the still 
waters offered by The Fly Shop in Redding."  Let me know if you want to go or have questions. LEW 
 
 

 
 
 
SAVE THE DATES 
NOV 6th: Fly tying 6:30 at Odd Fellows Hall (see below) 
NOV 13th: 5 to 6 Board meeting at Margie's, 6:30 General meeting with our own Jim Crescenzi & son Mark's 
trip to Montana. 
NOV 27th: Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
 
 

SLFF embroidery: If you have a shirt or other garment you would like embroidered contact 
Steve Deal, 590 Pinecone Way, Arroyo Grande, CA 805-473-1612 ($7 club logo; $10 logo & name) 
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Guest Speaker – Jim Crescenzi

“Fly Fishing in Montana and Idaho - A Personal Perspective” 
 

 
Jim Crescenzi and his son, Dave, started what evolved into an annual excursion to Montana for fly fishing 
about ten years ago.  Over the years, it has become their highlight of the year’s trout fishing.  This year 
they changed their typical venue, and explored new areas, including the famous Henry’s Fork of the Snake 
River in Idaho.  This talk will review eight areas fished, with photos of each area, and summary ranking of 
the areas. 

 
We fished the Beaverhead River (and nearby spring creek), Poindexter Slough (Dillon), Odell Spring Creek 
(Ennis), Henry’s Fork of the Snake River, and Depuy’s Spring Creek near Livingston, MT.  Old favorites that 
will be commented on include the Yellowstone River, Stillwater River, and Missouri River.  Another old 
favorite was the Gallitin River near the Bozeman Airport, but that property has unfortunately been closed.  
This is apparently a bit of a trend, where wealthy buyers privatize properties that previously were open to 
the public (for a rod fee). 
 
 

 
Each of the above areas will be rated for:  

 
• Beauty 
• Accessibility 
• Number of fishermen 
• Quality of fish caught 
• Guide (when used) 
• Overall impression 
• Would I go there again 
 

 
 
 
 
Hopefully, this will be of help to our members when they plan an excursion to Montana.  It is certainly  
appropriate to admit that these will be personal opinions, no particular claim of objectivity! 

 
There will also be some comments on mistakes made, and what worked well this trip.  Considering the time 
we have fished Montana, it is amazing how many ways Jim can discover to mess up!  Dave is the more expert 
fly fisherman of the family – unfortunately, Jim will be giving the talk!  
 
By the way, all of the areas discussed are lots of fun, and fly fishing in Montana is indeed highly 
recommended. 

 

Thursday, November 13, 2014 at 6:30pm 
Margie’s Diner, 1575 Calle Joaquin, SLO 
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An excellent emerger pattern, this fly is covered in detail on Craven’s website, and in his book 
“Charlie’s Fly Box”.  He claims in his book that this simple looking fly has been a closely guarded 
secret due to it’s effectiveness as a baetis (blue winged olive) emerger simulation.  It is quite 
similar to another pattern we tied in September in the use of CDC (cul de canard) as the “wing”.  
This pattern apparently benefits from the precise selection of body material (beaver dubbing), 
which adds to the appearance of life/movement for the pattern. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Charlie Craven’s Mole Fly (Source: http://www.charliesflyboxinc.com/flybox) 
 
It will be very interesting to collect tales of the pattern’s success at the next fly tying session.  We have 
learned through experience that some of these relatively simple patterns can be surprisingly effective.  This 
is one tying session trout fishermen won’t want to miss! 
 
The December session will be led by Mike Powers tying the Crystal Clouser on Dec. 4th.  The crystal clouser 
has been proven in local lakes and in the delta for striper fishing. 
 

SLFF Tying Group by Jim Crescenzi 

 
The next SLFF Fly Tying session will be Thursday, November 6th, at the San Luis Obispo 

Oddfellows Hall -  starting at 6:30 PM. 
 

November Fly Pattern -  Charlie Craven’s Mole Fly 
led by Tom Nickelson 

We had quite a challenge in finding beaver dubbing for this session.  It hasn’t yet arrived (as of this writing), but I 
am assured by Worely Bugger Fly Shop that this will soon be available as a new product of Natures Spirit (and that 

we will have some of the first material marketed). 
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SLFF MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
An individual regular membership is $35.00 per year  

For 12 months (January through December).  
Enrollment after 1 July is $20.00 for the remainder of the year.  

To join, please download the Membership Form from our Website: 
http://santaluciaflyfishers.com/PDF/SLFF/App.pdf 

Send completed form with a check for dues to: 
Santa Lucia Fly Fishers 

c/o Secretary 
P.O. Box 166  

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
 

Come wet a line with us!  Thank you for supporting those 
who help support our chapter. 
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Officers            Directors  
President  Lew Leichter                    Ron Bryant, Rich Chubon                               
Vice President  Art Chapman          Jim Crescenzi, Tom Nickelson                         
Secretary  Sheri Bryant                    Bernard Pieters, Mark Shelton 
Treasurer  Judy Chubon                     

       
Committees 

Conservation  Ron Bryant, Doug Daniels (TiC) Education  David Holmes 
Membership  Mark Shelton    Rod Building  Mike Powers, Rich Chubon 
Newsletter  Greg & Mary Lugo   Casting  Bernard Pieters, Eric Sherar 
Website  Ted Pope, KC Lim    Fly Tying  Jim Crescenzi 
Programs  Rich Chubon, Mark Shelton  Banquet & BBQ Sheri & Ron Bryant   
Outings, Salt Water Andy Malovos, Lew Leichter  Library   Steve Soenke 
Outings, Fresh Water  Art Chapman, Rich Chubon  Fundraising  David Holmes, Lew Leichter 
SWCFFF Coordinator   Lew Leichter       Rich Chubon, Trish Curtis  
 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.O. Box 166 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406  


