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PRESIDENT’S LETTER – October 2014 
 
John Gierach:  “It's impossible to explain the attraction except to say that 
steelheading is like golf: viewed objectively, it makes no sense, but some 
people like it. Whatever the reason, when you become a steelheader, 
you've either joined an elite class of anglers with heightened sensibilities or 
you've entered the lunatic fringe of a periphery: a place where voluntarily 
peeing in your waders indicates a strong work ethic.” 
 
Just got back from the Southwest Council Faire in Mammoth. First time I 
attended and it won't be the last; our club was well represented; special 
thanks to Rich Chubon for leading our two beginning fly fishing sessions. 
 
In addition to fly tying on October 2nd and our regular meeting on October 9th featuring Russ Redmond 
coming up from the Santa Barbara club to do a special program we have two outings scheduled: weekend of 
October 10 -12 our Kern River outing led by Art Chapman and the weekend of October 31 - November 2 our 
striper outing to O'Neil Fore bay led by Mark Shelton. See below for more info on all these events.  
 
PS I'll have my boat up there and can take two out with me; we'll do half days Saturday AM & PM & Sunday 
AM so if you're planning to go and want a break from kicking around let me know (WINDS PERMITTING).  
 
ELECTION TIME (i.e. TIME TO GET INVOLVED):  Unfortunately we have had virtually no response from any 
of our 100+ members from last month's "call to duty". I'm not telling you anything you don't know but by 
continuing to ask the same members to do the planning and organizing and heavy lifting year after year we 
will at some point experience burn out and without new members coming up through the organization will 
be in a world of hurt. If this is what you want for the future of our club that's your call. Enough said! 
 
ANOTHER NEW CLUB OUTING: Hope you can  join me at the San Juan River/Soaring Eagle Lodge. WE HAVE 
14 SIGNED UP SO FAR. WE NEED TO CONFIRM OUR LODGING AND GUIDE REQUIREMENTS SOON SO IF YOU'RE 
INTERESTED IN JOINING US PLEASE CONTACT ME.  I'LL ADD YOU TO THE LIST AND/OR TRY TO ANSWER YOUR 
QUESTIONS.  Note we’ve had to change the dates from 4/26 - 5/1/15 to 4/20 – 4/25/15. 
 
SAVE THE DATES 
OCT 2nd: Fly tying 6:30 at Odd Fellows Hall (see below) 
OCT 9th: 5 to 6 Board meeting at Margie's 6:30 General meeting with Russ Redmond from Santa Barbara Fly 
Fishers. 
OCT 10th-12th: Kern River outing 
OCT 31st-NOV 2nd: O'Neil Fore bay outing 
 

http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com        San Luis Obispo, CA                  Greg & Mary Lugo, Editors 

by 
Lew 
Leichter 

Tight Lines   Oct - 2014 
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Guest Speaker – Russ Redmond
“Home Waters: Growing Up and Fishing in the Eastern Sierra” 

 
The program I would like to share with Santa Lucia Flyfishers Club focuses on the Owens River and its many 
tributaries flowing down from the Eastern Sierra between Bishop and Big Pine.  I’d like to give you a little 
history of the area along with a few anecdotes from growing up in Big Pine.  There have been many 
interesting characters that helped shape the history of the Owens Valley and the Eastern Sierra.  Some made 
an indelible mark on the face of the region, such as William Mulholland of Los Angeles Aqueduct infamy. 
Others were just interesting characters, like Norman Clyde, a rather eccentric mountaineer who lived a 
solitary life near Big Pine and with whom I had some interesting encounters. 
 
Most anglers going to the Eastern Sierra make the trek through the desert on US 395 without looking beyond 
the car in front of them until they reach Crowley Lake.  I’d like to provide your members with some 
firsthand information about the Big Pine and Bishop Creek drainages as these “Home Waters” provide many 
interesting fishing and sightseeing opportunities.  Also, I’m hoping that being more familiar with the history 
of the Owens Valley might help make the trip a little more interesting. 

 
My Grandfather first brought my Dad to Eastern Sierra on a 
fishing/hunting trip in 1935.  Over the years, the Eastern Sierra 
above Big Pine became my family’s favorite vacation 
destination. In 1956 my parents decided to leave city life behind 
and move the family to Big Pine to fulfill my Dad’s dream of 
getting back to the farming he had known as a young boy.  Big 
Pine was a great place to grow up.  I could walk or ride my bike 
to most of our favorite fishing holes and hunting spots.  
 
Like most kids, I started fishing with worms and grasshoppers 
and was about 6 years old when I caught my first trout 
unassisted.  I started fly fishing as an early teen, watching and 
learning from my older brothers as they caught nice brown and 
rainbow trout in the irrigation canals near our ranch during the 
long summer evenings.  At about this same age I started 
backpacking into Sierra with family and friends.  Though the 
trout weren’t particularly big, they were wild and typically 
hungry as the growing season at high altitude is very short.  
More importantly, I found the backcountry scenery spectacular, 
which led to my life-long interest in outdoor photography.  
  

Although I still pack into the high country, I’ve found that the mountains seem to get a little steeper each 
year.  I now leave the uphill trails to backpacker’s with younger legs and lungs. These days we let the mules 
and horses do the hard work of getting people and packs up the mountain, then hike and fish down.  In 
August of this year I packed into the Big Pine Canyon backcountry with two friends for a five day fly-fishing 
trip.  The mountains, lakes and streams were beautiful and the fishing outstanding.  As the saying goes, “It 
may not be heaven, but you can almost see it from here.” 

Thursday, October 9, 2014 at 6:30pm 
Margie’s Diner, 1575 Calle Joaquin, SLO 
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NEW DATES April 20th to April 25th  2015 
San Juan River - Soaring Eagle Lodge 

After talking about it for too long I have set up a club outing to the Soaring Eagle Lodge on the San Juan 
River. I've had the pleasure of visiting the lodge several times in the past and can promise you very nice 
accommodations, good food and hopefully great fishing. You will find lots of good info on their website 
www.soaringeaglelodge.net and more details below. I'm suggesting the 5 night, 4 day package but you can 
stay additional or fewer days.  Also note, you don't need to be guided on the Juan everyday. The first mile 
below the dam is all walk and wade.  From the Texas Hole down, it's either drift or walk and wade. 
  
Larry Johnson, the owner, is offering special pricing to our club as outlined below.  I'd estimate the cost per 
person to be about $2,750 as follows:  Lodge/guides $1,400, Tips $300, Airfare/parking (Burbank/ 
Albuquerque) $600, Car rental/gas $300, $150 license, misc.  I suggest if you're interested in going, trying to 
pair up (2 per cabin) and let me know ASAP so I can let Larry know to hold cabins for us and keep all 
advised.  Deposits will need to be made by the end of the year to get the discounted price. 
 
 
Tight Lines, Larry Johnson 
  
Soaring Eagle Lodge LLC 
48 CR 4370 
PO Box 6340 
Navajo Dam, NM  87419 
Tele: 505-632-3721 
Fax:  505-632-5621 
EM:  info@soaringeaglelodge.net 

SLFF Tying Group by Jim Crescenzi 

 
The next SLFF Fly Tying session will be Thursday, October 2nd, at the San Luis Obispo 

Oddfellows Hall -  starting at 6:30 PM. 
 

Bernard Pieters will be leading the session tying an enhanced prince nymph. 
 

We are sending best wishes for a speedy and full recovery to Elaine, and 
hope to see Jim back next month. 
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Fly Fishing Faire – Rich Chubon 
 
This year’s 3rd annual Fly Fishing Faire was once again held at Mammoth Lakes.  This gathering is sponsored 

by the Federation of Fly Fishers Southwest Council’s member 
Clubs. The Faire offered a wide, variety of activities.  Our club 
members Alex Beattie, Judy and Rich Chubon, Paul Crafts, Alan 
Henderson, Sylvia and Lew Leichter, Mary and Greg Lugo, John 
Ljung, and Cathy and Jim Trask were seen learning and honing 
their skills at still water and on stream clinics, in back country 
locations, while building their own fly 
rods, learning to fish with a Tenkara 
rod and in the fly tying sessions. There 
really was something to do and learn 
for everyone. 
 

On Friday, morning and afternoon our Club organized and taught Beginning Fly 
Fishing classes.  These classes were offered to folks new to fly fishing.  Thanks 
again to Alex, Paul, Lew, Jim, and Judy, who volunteered and helped to make 
these classes a success.  The feed back from the students enrolled in the classes 
was very positive. 
 

Friday evening, saw many club 
members joining Lew’s friends Bob and Marcia Weiland, and 
their dog Wheeler at their beautiful home on Lower Rock Creek 
Road.   We enjoyed fantastic vistas, and a great BBQ , hosted by 
Weilands.   It was a wonderful way to wind down from Friday’s 
busy day. 
 
Saturday was filled with more of the Faire’s fly fishing activities.  
I had an opportunity to talk with Mike Chan the owner of 
Sebastiani Feather Crafters.  Mike, who is a fly tier, has grown 
his hobby into a successful business as a feather merchant.  He 
has an inventory of just about every type of feather used for fly 

tying.  His inventory also includes many exotic and expensive feathers, some of which I have never seen, but 
had only read about.  His Argus pheasant secondary feathers at $50 per feather were just too pretty to tie 
with.  Mike said, he once sold a matched set of 8 of these feathers to a wedding planner for $2,500.  
 
Before returning home Judy and I spent Sunday fly fishing on Crowley Lake.  
Ernie Gulley was our guide.  Ernie’s specialty is still water fishing.  He really 
knows Crowley’s secretes.  Fishing with bead-head chironomids under 
indicators, in water up to 17 feet deep, we were able catch and release 20 
fish.  Both Judy and I managed to get a Crowley slam (a rainbow, cutthroat 
and brown trout ).  Our fish ranged up to 23 inches and 5 to 6 pounds in size. 
It was a great way end our time at Mammoth. 
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Kern River Outing - October 10th-12th 
 
For those of you new to the club/new to the sport and/or who have 
asked for a mentoring outing… this is it!  Guy Jeans will do his class 
Saturday am on fishing the Kern (cost $75 each).  This is an on the 
water class and has been very popular with members in previous 
years.  We will pair you with an experienced club member to 
continue fishing in the pm.  Class size is limited so contact me soon 
if you want to participate.  Art Chapman will be the outing leader. 

 
O' Neil Forebay Striper Trip - Oct. 31- Nov. 2 
Leader: Mark Shelton (459-7863; mshelton@calpoly.edu) 
 
What: Fishing for mostly schoolie, some larger striped bass, with the occasional largemouth bass 
thrown in. 
 
How: Float tubes, pontoon boats, kayaks, wading, power boats all work. Stripping streamers like 
clousers, zonkers, deceivers, flashtail whistlers on I-lines or sink-tip/full-sink lines works best. 
Topwater action can be good in low light (poppers, gurglers, etc.).  Rod/line size 6-8 is best, but 
lighter and heavier gear works. Stripers aren't leader shy, so 6 or so feet of 12lb. mono leader is 
good. I use fluoro, but doubt it matters. The forebay ranger station opens at sunrise, usually about 
6:30 a.m. in fall. Wind can be bad, so you need to plan for it. There are flats on the west and south 
end of O'Neil that are easily waded and can hold quite a few stripers.  Reports from late September 
have been so-so, but fishing for stripers usually gets good by the time of our trip. 
 
Where: Just west of I-5 by Santa Nella, 3 hours north of SLO.  
Lodging: Some folks like to camp at the lake; most stay in Motel 6 very near the forebay (I've found 
it surprisingly clean in 3 visits). Motel 6 Santa Nella/Los Banos: 28821 Gonzaga Rd., 3 miles west of 
I-5. Ph. (209) 827-8700. 
 
When: I'll head up Friday and fish that afternoon and Saturday, returning home that eve. Prez. Lew 
will have room in his boat for 1 or 2 fishermen Saturday and Sunday, probably 1/2 days both.  
 
Bonus: We meet for our traditional Basque dinner at Wool Grower's Restaurant, 609 H. St., Los 
Banos, about 10 miles east of the reservoir. Plan to be there by 5:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 31 for a 
great family-style dinner with red wine and dessert. The dinner is almost worth the trip in itself. 
 
 

SLFF embroidery: If you have a shirt or other garment you would like embroidered contact 
Steve Deal, 590 Pinecone Way, Arroyo Grande, CA 805-473-1612 ($7 club logo; $10 logo & name) 

 

UPCOMING OUTINGS and 
EVENTS for 2014 

UPCOMING OUTINGS and 
EVENTS for 2014 
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SLFF MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
An individual regular membership is $35.00 per year  

For 12 months (January through December).  
Enrollment after 1 July is $20.00 for the remainder of the year.  

To join, please download the Membership Form from our Website: 
http://santaluciaflyfishers.com/PDF/SLFF/App.pdf 

Send completed form with a check for dues to: 
Santa Lucia Fly Fishers 

c/o Secretary 
P.O. Box 166  

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
 

Come wet a line with us!  Thank you for supporting those 
who help support our chapter. 



 

(7                                              SLFF NEWSLETTER – October 2014              

 

 

Officers            Directors  
President  Lew Leichter                    Ron Bryant, Rich Chubon                               
Vice President  Art Chapman          Jim Crescenzi, Tom Nickelson                         
Secretary  Sheri Bryant                    Bernard Pieters, Mark Shelton 
Treasurer  Judy Chubon                     

       
Committees 

Conservation  Ron Bryant, Doug Daniels (TiC) Education  David Holmes 
Membership  Mark Shelton    Rod Building  Mike Powers, Rich Chubon 
Newsletter  Greg & Mary Lugo   Casting  Bernard Pieters, Eric Sherar 
Website  Ted Pope, KC Lim    Fly Tying  Jim Crescenzi 
Programs  Rich Chubon, Mark Shelton  Banquet & BBQ Sheri & Ron Bryant   
Outings, Salt Water Andy Malovos, Lew Leichter  Library   Steve Soenke 
Outings, Fresh Water  Art Chapman, Rich Chubon  Fundraising  David Holmes, Lew Leichter 
SWCFFF Coordinator   Lew Leichter       Rich Chubon, Trish Curtis  
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P.O. Box 166 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406  


