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President’s Letter 

John Gierach: A fly fisher told his wife before they were married 
"I don't drink, take drugs, gamble or chase women but I do fly 
fish". Two years later she was heard to say "It sounded good at 

first, but now I wish he did some of those other things instead". 
 
NEW MEMBERS:  Let's all welcome our newest member Steve 
Andresen. Steve we look forward to getting to know you and 
spending time on the water together in the near future. 
 
SWCFFF FAIRE: Dates are Sept 14th-16th. To pre-register and see 
the listing of workshops, programs, classes, exhibitors and lodging 
offerings go to www.southwest councilfff.org/faire. 5 members of our club will be teaching a 
beginning fly fishing class on Saturday. Hope to see more of you there. 
 
CLUB PICNIC BBQ & HALIBUT FISHOUT: It was actually cold and raining the morning of August 4th 
as those of us bold enough to brave the elements set up for the event. By lunch time the weather 
had cleared and we had a beautiful day. Big thank you to Rich Pavlich for a great BBQ and to Sheri 
and Ron Bryant for the beans, bread and salsa they so generously donated.  We sold out of tickets 
for the switch rod raffle and George Protsman was the lucky winner. We shipped the rod to George 
in Montana so he & Madeline can use it on their trip following the Lewis & Clark trail. 
 
ELECTION TIME (i.e. TIME TO GET INVOLVED): December will be our annual meeting and election 
of board members. Our current officers, board and committees have done a great job this year and 
I hope many of them will return. At the same time it is very beneficial to get others involved as 
they bring fresh ideas and perhaps a better way of doing things to our club. Clubs like ours are 
often perceived as being "cliquish". My observation is that it really divides more along the lines of 
those who participate and those who don't. So whether you volunteer to help on a committee or 
run to be a board member or not, try to increase your level of participation and see what happens. 
We've included a list of job descriptions on page 3. Take the time to look them over and let a board 
member know where you plan to help out. If not you might get a phone call from us. I particularly 
want to encourage you newer club members to get involved by being on one of the committees; I 
know you will enjoy it.      
 
JULY MEETING:  Thanks to Ted Pope, Freddy Otte the SLO City Biologist will be our guest speaker. 
This should be a very interesting program. See page 2.                                        

Andy Harrison, Editor (aharrison99@att.net)                              http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com   

by 
Lew 

Leichter 

Tight Lines   September, 2012 

http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com/
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SAVE THE DATES: 
Sept 6th: Fly tying 6:30PM SLO Odd Fellows Hall Terry Croxton tying a parachute Blue Wing Olive.  
Sept 13th: 6:30 General meeting at Margie‘s featuring Freddy Otte.  
Sept 14th-16th: SWCFFF Faire in Mammoth. 
Oct 5th-7th: Kern River outing. See below.  
 

 

Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 6:30pm 

Margie’s Diner, 1575 Calle Joaquin, SLO 

Guest Speaker: Freddy Otte, SLO City Biologist 

 
“My presentation will be on the City's Natural Resources Program and efforts 
we have for fisheries enhancement and open space protection. I will have an 
interesting update on the Lamprey that are no longer found in SLO Creek, but 
we are working with the US Fish and Wildlife Service on getting them back.”  
 

Freddy grew up in the San Fernando Valley just north of Los Angeles and transferred to Cal Poly 
SLO in 1996 to concentrate on marine biology. In 1997, he began working for Central Coast Salmon 
Enhancement, Inc. (CCSE) and their Chinook salmon rearing program in Avila Beach. Upon 
graduation from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo in 1999, Freddy became the full time fisheries biologist 
with CCSE. The program expanded to watershed restoration, giving Freddy a more holistic approach 
to the challenges salmonids face in the current climate, both figuratively and literally. As the 
watershed restoration component became a larger part of CCSE‘s purview, the private landowners 
voiced their concerns about water and habitat impacts, so there was a wider vision to be 
considered and plan for the future with. Development has happened and will continue, so how can 
we all work together to preserve the culture we enjoyed in the past?  These skills and visions for 
restoration led him to move on and continue his career with the City of San Luis Obispo. 
In 2005, Freddy was hired as the second biologist to fill this position with the City. San Luis Obispo 
is very progressive in resource protection and enhancement and this position is unique in that there 
are very few municipalities that have a program like this. As the City Biologist, Freddy closely 
interacts with planners and engineers during project design and it allows him to educate them as to 
their impacts on natural systems. He has dedicated himself to ensuring the protection of steelhead 
trout in their plight with urban development, pollution, and other issues threatening their survival. 
San Luis Obispo Creek is a very productive steelhead creek and Freddy works diligently to keep this 
ecosystem healthy. He also has a say in development projects that have resource impacts and 
makes recommendations to improve the project and lessen the impacts.  
Freddy is a board member for the Salmonid Restoration Federation, a statewide salmon and 
steelhead restoration and advocacy group. He coordinates the City‘s Stormwater Management 
Program, which is regulated by the Regional Water Quality Control Board, and has a wonderful 
rapport with the all resource agencies.  As projects are developed, they are refined to have the 
least impact on the environment as possible.  
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SLFF Directors, Officers & Committees Overview 
 
DIRECTORS   The club may have up to 10 directors. Any member in good standing is qualified to be 
elected as a director. Directors are elected by the members at the annual club meeting each 
December for one calendar year terms and may serve an unlimited number of terms. Duties of the 
directors include among others the following:  

o Conduct, manage and control the affairs & business of the club. 
o Determine the amount of annual dues for members. 
o Manage in the manner they deem best all funds and property of the club. 
o Select the club officers from amongst the board members.  

 
(For a complete description see Section 4.11 of the bylaws on the website) 

 
THE OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT   Within the limitations of the bylaws functions as the CEO of the club. Duties include: 
o Preside at all meetings of the members and the Board of Directors. 
o Has general supervision, direction & control of the affairs of the Club. 
o Makes an annual report of the general business of the Club during the previous year to 

the members. 
o Nominates all standing committees in accordance with the Bylaws subject to Board 

approval. 
o Is ex-officio member of all committees. 

 
VICE PRESIDENT Within the limitations of the bylaws functions as the CEO of the Club in the 
absence of the President. 
 
SECRETARY   Duties include: 

o Prepares and maintains full and complete records of all meetings of members and the 
Board of Directors. 

o Maintains a membership roster of the club. 
o Maintains the file of member and guest release agreements. 
o Gives due notice of all meetings & other club activities to the members. 
o Performs other duties as prescribed by the Board of Directors. 

 
TREASURER The treasurer shall have general charge of the financial records and accounts of the 
Club. Duties include: 

o Keeps and maintains adequate & correct books of account showing the receipts & 
disbursements of the Club. 

o Keeps an account of the cash and assets of the Club. 
o Deposits all monies of the Club in accounts as designated by the Board of Directors. 
o Disburses funds of the Club as ordered by the Board of Directors. 
o Prepares and submits to the Board of Directors monthly reports showing the income & 

expenditures of the club and the cash position of the Club on a year-to-date basis. 
o Prepares, in coordination with the President, a proposed annual budget for the 

approval of the Board of Directors. 
o Maintains records to conform to IRS & other taxing authorities‘ requirements and 

makes periodic required filings, and is responsible for maintaining the Club‘s 
insurance coverage & policies. 
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THE COMMITTEES   

By volunteering to be on a committee you will work with current members to gain 
understanding & experience so you can hopefully lead the effort in the future! 

FUND RAISING Over 75% of the club‘s annual income comes from fund raising for our annual silent 
auction & raffles. Committee members solicit donations from: members, the local business 
community, vendors, guides & outfitters and other sources they can think of. The process is made 
easier in that most of the requests and contacts are done via email and many are repeat requests 
to those that donated in the past. Members also are responsible for organizing & pricing items for 
the silent auction & raffles and maintaining the inventory of these items during the year. Also 
sending thank you letters (emails) to all who donate.  

PROGRAMS THE PREZ SAYS: ―A MEETING IS NOT A MEETING WITHOUT A PROGRAM‖. Committee 
members line up the programs for our monthly meetings and for our annual banquet. Sources 
include guides or outfitters (usually a speaker‘s fee & travel expense), local presenters (Cal Poly, 
conservation groups etc) and member presentations.  

OUTINGS This committee plans and organizes both fresh & salt water outings for the club. 
Committee members can lead outings themselves or encourage other members to lead. Numerous 
outings are done annually (Kern River, Manzanita Lake, etc,) and dates are planned well in 
advance. Some are planned in advance but dates should remain flexible based on fishing conditions 
(Pyramid Lake, etc.). Some outings are organized on very short notice with notification by e-blasts 
(surf perch, local ponds & reservoirs, etc). Committee members should always be on the lookout 
for new &/or different outing opportunities.  

CONSERVATION   Everyone who fly fishes needs to be concerned with maintaining our lakes, 
streams and rivers.  Conservation is the only way that we can continue to pursue our hobby, 
our passion, our way of life, whatever you consider fly fishing to be. Members of this 
committee plan and organize club activities usually in conjunction with local conservation 
groups (SLO Land Conservancy, Central Coast Salmon Enhancement, SLO Creek clean up day 
etc). 

MEMBERSHIP   This committee looks for ways to encourage new members to join and become 
active in club activities, promotes club awareness in the community and keeps in contact 
with new members. 

BANQUET & BBQ   This committee plans and organizes our annual fund raising banquet and annual 
bbq/picnic at Avila beach. 

WEBSITE   This committee works with Dave Baldwin, our webmaster, in keeping our website fresh 
and up to date with club information. 

LIBRARY  This committee makes sure the library is available to members at all meetings; keeps 
track of items checked out, solicits donations to the library from members and suggest s 
additions to the library to the board for purchase. 

NEWSLETTER   This committee edits, publishes, and distributes the club‘s monthly newsletter.  

Get involved and help shape the future of SLFF! 
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Beginner’s Fly Fishing Class? 
 
David Holmes, Bernard Pieters, and Jim 
Crescenzi have been busy planning for 
and organizing a beginner‘s fly fishing 
class.  It would be composed of at least 
three elements:  ―The Fundamentals of 
Fly Fishing - Equipment Selection, 
Essential Knots, and General Pointers‖, 
―About Fishing Flies – A greater variety 
than one might expect – mayflies, 
caddis, bugs, grasshoppers, worms, 
bait fish, crawdads, to name a few 
feather & fur lures!‖  Finally and 
perhaps most importantly: ―Hands-On 
Instruction in Fly Casting‖.  All sessions 
will be designed to help the newcomer 
have a successful introduction to his or 
her fly fishing experience. 
 
We have preliminary outlines of our 
planned presentations, but intend to 
remain flexible as we receive feedback 
from our membership as to what is 
most needed.  Our first thoughts are to 
combine the ―Fundamentals‖ and 
―About Flies‖ into one evening, and to 
possibly have two or three fly casting 
lessons on Saturday mornings.  
However, we need your feedback!  
How many people would be interested 
in attending a Beginner‘s Fly Fishing 
Class?  Is it best held in the evening, or 
on Saturdays?  How many hours would 
you prefer per session?  What would 
you most want to learn?   
Please let David  
(davidholmes@macservices.net), 
Bernard (bpieters@aol.com), or Jim 
(jcrescenzi@gmail.com) know your 
thoughts on a beginner‘s class.  Let 
David know if you would like to attend 
a beginner‘s class. 
 

INTERESTING CATCH  

of the MONTH 

Gregg Schallen landed this whopper of a 
turtle at Fort Hunter Liggett last month.   

A new species for his caught-list! 
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Parachute Blue Winged Olive Starts the Fall Fly Tying Season            by Jim Crescenzi 
 

The Santa Lucia Flyfishers fly tyers will be led by Terry 
Croxton on Thursday, Sept.6th (6:30 PM at the SLO Odd 
Fellows Hall) in tying the Parachute Blue Winged Olive 
(―BWO‖), a rather intricate and demanding exercise.  The 
session will focus on the tying of the ―parachute‖ feature, 
which involves wrapping a very fine hackle feather around a 
vertical synthetic fiber wing.  This is challenging for beginning 
and intermediate tyers, and Terry‘s guidance will definitely 
be appreciated.  This fly is commonly tied on size 16, 18, and 
size 20 hooks.  For our session, it will be tied on a size 16 

hook (~0.4 inch long), and the finished fly is on the order of ¾ inch long including the tail fibers.  
The vertical white fiber post is useful in helping the fisherman see the dry fly on the water, but is 
basically hidden from view for the fish.  The fish (observing from below) sees the body, the 
―parachute‖ wing, and the tail fibers.  The fly‘s flotation is primarily due to the hackle, which on a 
parachute fly is slightly above the body (as opposed to a normal hackle which is around the body).  
This results in much of the body being submerged, which can be an advantage, depending on the 
insect activity at the time.  In order to achieve the fine details of the BWO, a very fine thread is 
required.  Interestingly, the materials for this fly are more expensive than for our typical larger 
patterns. 
 
The parachute BWO is an essential element of every trout fisherman‘s fly box.  These patterns 
simulate a small mayfly that hatches throughout much of the year, but particularly in the spring 
and fall months.  According to Jim Schollmeyer & Ted Leeson, Flies for Western Super Hatches, 
these mayflies are found in ―virtually all Western trout streams, with the largest populations 
occurring in tailwaters and spring creeks‖.  There are dozens of BWO fly patterns (for nymph, 
emerger, dun, and spinner stages), with the parachute BWO being perhaps the most popular. 
 
Our tyers were led in August by Bernard Pieters in tying the ―Burlap‖ fly for steelhead.  We had 
excellent turnout (nine participants) for August, considering the number of members on vacation, 
and learned the detail of this interesting pattern.  The burlap flies were offered for sale (by email) 
to the club, and sold out in just two days!  Indeed, as this article is being published, Bernard is 
believed to be using his burlap flies in pursuit of steelhead! 
 
The pattern for October will be the Comparadun, led by Larry 
Sederberg.  The Comparadun is another very popular mayfly 
pattern. 
 
We are pleased to report that this September marks 12 months of 
well attended fly tying sessions since the Santa Lucia Fly Fishers 
club tying activity was re-established.  It follows, of course, on the 
long tradition of dedicated Santa Lucia tyers in prior years.

Fly Tying 

Comparadun 

Parachute 
Blue Winged 

Olive 

Photos courtesy charliesflyboxinc.com 
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2012 KERN RIVER OUTING  October 5-7   Outing Leader: Lew Leichter 

It's time to start planning for our annual Kern River outing. The 
crowds are gone as is the hot weather so the fishing is usually 
great this time of the year. Guy Jeans will do his very popular 
Saturday morning session on How to Fish the Kern including an 
intro to Czech nymphing techniques. THIS IS A GREAT LEARNING 
EXPERIENCE AND I REALLY ENCOURAGE THOSE OF YOU NEW 
TO OUR SPORT OR WHO WANT TO IMPROVE YOUR NYMPH 
FISHING TO SIGN UP FOR THIS CLASS (DON'T TAKE MY WORD 
FOR IT--ASK MEMBERS WHO HAVE TAKEN THE CLASS IN THE 
PAST!). Go to Guy's website www.kernriver flyfishing.com for 
more info.  This 5 hour class costs $75 per participant and we 
need a minimum of 5 sign ups. Please contact me and send me 
your payment made out to SLFF. (If we get enough sign ups Guy 
will reduce the price to $50.) I need to hear from you no later 
than September 21st. Also if you are interested we will pair you with an experienced club member 
and do some mentoring that afternoon. 
If you are planning to go let me know and I'll send out a list for those that want to co-ordinate car 
pools, camping, roomies, etc. Numerous camping options are available from dry camp grounds on 
the river to pay camp grounds with all the amenities to camper/ motor home camping with other 
members at Camp Kernville www.campkernville.com. It's right in town with river and fishing access 
for guests only. I stay at Sequoia Lodge and recommend it (www.sequoialodge.net). We'll meet at 
Sequoia Lodge after fishing each day to share info and have "refreshments". For those going up 
Friday we'll plan to have dinner at the Kern River brewery around 7:30PM. We will all meet at Guy's 
shop at 8AM Saturday for a club photo and then those signed up will spend the morning with Guy 
and the rest can find their own fish. Unless someone volunteers to do a BBQ Saturday night we'll 
make a reservation at That's Italian restaurant in town. If you have questions, or to sign up, contact 
me at lsleichter@hotmail.com or 934-2476.    

 
 

NOTE: The Kings River trip at Cedar Grove scheduled for Sept. 7-9 has been cancelled. The 

fishing conditions at Cedar grove are very poor and there were several other conflicts. If you 
were planning on this trip perhaps you might consider the trip to Mammoth Lakes the following 

week, Sept. 13-16, the Kern River trip, Oct. 5-7 or wait until next year. 
 

Guy Jeans 

www.kernriver%20flyfishing.com
www.sequoialodge.net
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 It was a foggy windstill morning the day of the 
outing, Saturday July 7th.  We had a decent 
turnout, with most members showing at early-bird 
time.  All of us were hoping for a fish-full morning, 
so we could forget last year‘s poor halibut season. 
New member Donna Evenson was also present; she 
was eager to learn her first steps in fly-fishing. We 
tried to give answers to the many questions she 
had for us, but there is no substitute for the time 
you need to learn on the water. Rich Chubon, Lew 
Leichter and Bill Winston were fishing the rocky 

shoreline. The water was a bit milky, and on the cold side. There was a lot of floating kelp debris 
around, which was making fishing difficult. Bill was giving it a serious try, at the same spot where 
he landed three halibut two years ago.  He was not rewarded this time for his effort. Lew and Rich 
were trying to optimize their chances for a strike by moving from spot to 
spot. For them the fish were not very cooperative in eating the fly. Larry 
Seiderberg and Ray Belknap spent their first two hours on the break-
water area. Larry caught a few nice fighting smelt on a slow sink line. 
Ray reported to me that he had a strong-pulling fish on that came off. He 
had not seen the fish that took his fly, but he was almost positive that it 
was a halibut.  Roger Hartzell was in his beautiful self-made rowboat 
(more offshore). The smelt were also biting for him in this deep water.  
Andy Harrison, who was fishing with a sink line and an intermediate line, presented a smaller fly to 
the fish. The halibut were not taking his offer, but in some spots the smelt could not refuse to take 
his moving fly time after time. 

Martha and Todd Tose' were inching out to their favorite fishing spots 
where Todd had caught a ton of halibut over many years. This time again 
they were trying for the big prize, but (rare for him) nothing was happening 
on the end of his leader. I changed around half morning time from wading 
to pontoon fishing. Around that time most members had stopped fishing 
or were on their way home. I rowed to the breakwater area were Terry 
Croxton was still fishing in his kayak. He caught a few smelt but had not 
seen any sign of halibut. We decided to fish 1 1/2 hour longer (‗til high 
tide).  Fifteen minutes later I got a nice strike, and responded with a solid 
hook set. The fish was on and moving in a steady powerful speed in my 
direction. I was yelling to Terry (who was 100 yards away from me) ―I got 
him‖, and this is definitely a halibut. It did by approaching the pontoon (as 
usually) a few escape runs. The big prize came to the surface and the 23 
incher was landed. After this we were fishing side by side in a prime area. 
10 minutes later I got a second strike and the fish was on. I learned very 
rapidly this was a big halibut. After a few moments I started to give more 

and more line pulling pressure to the fish. The outcome of this fish drill was, after 5 minutes of 
pumping and pulling, all of a sudden the fly became loose and the fish was gone. Two days later I 
caught exactly in the same spot a halibut in the 30 inch range.        (Continued on page 12) 

JULY AVILA  
HALIBUT OUTING 

 
 

by Bernard Pieters 
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The Great Smelt Trip You Missed  by Andy Malavos 

I received an E-mail August 15th from Lew Leichter 
that San Luis Bay at Avila was full of bait and the 
Jack Smelt were biting like crazy! Last week he and 
Peter Van Hest had tooted out in their float 
tubes/pontoon boats and caught doubles in the 
middle of a bait feeding frenzy.  The fish were in the 
12-15 inch size. Lew put the word out to be there at 
7AM on Saturday the 18th of August at low tide. 
Although I did not have a float tube/pontoon, I was 
going to fish the beach. In my ocean fishing 
experience, when the baitfish are thick on the 
surface, intense diving by visiting pelicans can 

sometimes drive the bait toward shore. Upon arrival at the Old Port Beach at Avila, I spied 3 float 
tubers with bent rods surrounded of an ever growing pelican diving show about 200 yards offshore. 
Head first they would hit the water at high speed causing large cone shaped splashes. Our boys 
(Lew, Art Chapman, and Jim Crescenzi) were having a ball, but they were getting hard to see 
amidst the white water.  
However, the audience became diversified. 3 dolphins showed up, followed by 2 humpback whales. 
Sea lions and seals I could see on the periphery. More pelicans calmly rested in the bleachers (bay). 

All were in search of nature's cheap hamburgers, better known 
as anchovies.  Humanity had also bought tickets: about 5 
teenage standing paddleboarders oared in, followed by several 
kayak fishermen who had decided to get their spinning rods 
into the fun. On shore, tourists parked their SUVs and watched 
the show with binoculars. Our 3 Fishermen finally came ashore 
with big smiles. The perch flies had worked well. They had 
picked a good time to go home. Hey Lew, look out for that 
whale's tail!  
 

One Very Special Memory!  by Jim Crescenzi 

I have been skunked in San Luis Bay fishing for halibut more 
times than I care to remember.  Lew Leichter posted an invite 
to fish there for jack smelt, which sounded like fun.  We (Lew, 
Art, and I) went there this AM, and were we ever in for a 
pleasant surprise!  We launched to overcast skies, hoping of a 
little fly rod action.  Jack smelt are sort of a junk fish (basically 
inedible), that run typically 16 inches long, and are reported to 
be eager to bite and fun on a fly rod. Shortly after launching, 
we found ourselves surrounded by diving pelicans and (cont)  

Editor‘s note: You‘ve probably heard about the recent Port San Luis whale/bait-ball activity.  Believe it 
or not, we had SLFF members out fishing right in the middle of it!  Many thanks to photographer  

Alicia Smith, for allowing us to use her wonderful photos!  Here are two separate accounts: 
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immediately hooked fish.  As the morning 
progressed, we were joined by a complete sampling 
of marine mammals!  I mean, we were surrounded 
by porpoises, sea lions, harbor seals, and who knows 
what else was down there, all actively feeding on 
"bait balls" of anchovies.  Since the sea lions and 
porpoises (or were they dolphins?) seemed fully 
capable of feeding aggressively within yards 
(sometimes maybe two yards!) off my kayak without 
bumping or in any way interfering with me, I 
decided to just relax and enjoy the experience!  
After about an hour, there was an unusually loud 
breathing sound (like a large sea lion, only 
amplified by a factor of five), and believe it or not, we had humpback whales in the party!  They 
never got any closer than about thirty yards, but I want you to know it is definitely an experience 
that makes you feel insignificant!  They stayed with us for over ten minutes (to return briefly once 
or twice more), and on one occasion a large whale's head rose (very slowly, like in slow motion) in 

a near vertical manner (like in National Geographic 
films) apparently scooping up a large ball of anchovies.  
Most of the time, they swam in a more horizontal 
position with their backs breaching above the water 
surface.  When the whales are in, the pelicans and gulls 
come by the hundreds (not exaggerating) to attempt to 
pick up stunned anchovies missed by the whales.  It is 
quite a marine happening!  One of the problems was 
that whenever we caught a smelt, the pelicans came to 
our boat to beg for the fish!  I only gave a pelican a 
smelt once, and then realized it was a dumb move, as 

they lost all fear of humans and, in particular, our hooks.  My friend Art had a pelican grab his 
smelt, with hook.  He was able to extract it, but it was a close call.  Imagine, arguing with a 
pelican over a fish!  I lost count -- probably caught about 30 jack smelt, but frankly, who cares?  It 
was a morning to remember! 
 

 
Poor Day on the Afterbay – Stanislaus/Walker Trip         by Alex Beattie 
   
Only two members of the SLFF club fished the 
Beardsley/Stanislaus trip July 13-15—myself and Mark 
Shelton. We got only 1 fish in about 7 hours fishing the 
Beardsley Afterbay and did only slightly better on the 
Middle fork of the Stanislaus below Beardsley with 1 
fish in about 6 hours. We did much better on the 
Stanislaus above Beardsley, getting around 15 fish all 
on dries in about 6 hours of fishing. The weather was 
great and all in all it was a really fun trip but for the 
―rest of the story‖ you will have to attend the 
November club meeting where Mark will present his 
year in review program. 
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Thinking about Wading                                                                  by David Holmes 
 
Beginners in flyfishing (and even those of us more experienced) spend a lot 
of time thinking about equipment choices, casting skills, fly selection, 
reading the water, presentation and other topics, but rarely think much 
about wading.  But if you fish rivers and creeks from anything other than a 
boat, you‘ll probably spend a fair amount of time wading, or at least 
considering whether and how to wade a particular stretch of water.  
So, with that in mind, I thought I‘d share a few thoughts regarding wading: 
Don‘t 
Before you plunge into the water, think about whether or not you really 
need to wade to fish it effectively. One of the most common mistakes I see 
is for the angler, on approaching a fresh stretch of water and 
understandably eager after perhaps weeks or months of not fishing, to 
immediately wade in and begin casting. 
Don‘t.   
First of all, sit down and observe the water, watching for rises, underwater 
fish, insect activity and thinking about possible lies and how to fish them. 
Second, if at all possible, fish the close-in water from the bank.  Not only 
may you find that it‘s easy to reach those spots from the bank, by not 

wading in you avoid frightening fish that may be holding within a rod‘s length, or an easy cast, from the 
edge. 
Start close and only work out into the stream after you‘ve made sure that you‘ve first fished all of the easy 
spots. 
Be Very Careful 
Wading can be dangerous.  A slip on a slick rock can break a bone, and losing your footing in fast water can 
mean a quick trip downstream, headed into rapids or deep water. 
So, when you decide to wade, do so very conservatively.  As I get older, I wade far less aggressively, enjoy 
myself more and probably catch more fish than when I was younger, in better shape and even more stupid 
than I am now. 
Short answer: No fish is worth a broken rod or leg, and definitely is not worth risking drowning.  Be 
conservative and listen to your body and emotions – if it seems difficult or scary, there‘s probably a reason 
for that. Some informational videos are at www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKChVFT1OQw and 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tpj8_-cOf1k.  
Get Ready 
First of all, get and stay in shape.  An overweight, out-of-shape, tired angler is what an accident looks like 
before it happens.  I take regular exercise classes that emphasize balance, flexibility and cardio, and think 
that they materially improve my ability to wade safely and successfully. 
Second, use the right gear.  A wading staff is indispensible and the best non-slip boots you can buy are a 
wise investment.   
Currently I use the Korkers® Chrome boots, with the studded Kling-On Sticky Rubber sole, but I‘m sure there 
are lots of good alternatives out there for you. See www.korkers.com/footwear/fishing/chrome.html . This 
is an area where going cheap probably doesn‘t make sense.  Also, wear a wading belt. 
As to wading staffs, I use the Simms one, although I‘m not in love with the current chrome finish.  See 
www.simmsfishing.com/site/wading_staff.html?id=ddI84hzL:208.73.13.250 . Consider some black paint for a 
bit more stealth.  (continued…) 
By the way, the proper technique for using a wading staff is to have the staff upstream of you, with your 
feet planted downstream.  If you do slip, your feet will be positioned downstream, as they should be to 
protect you.   
Dump your rod, float on your back and swim diagonally toward the near shore. Then crawl out and 
thank your lucky stars.  No fishing gear is worth dying for, and it‘s easy to become entangled in 
the fly line or trapped under a ―sweeper,‖ a low-hanging branch or otherwise that can force you 
underwater or trap a foot.  So enjoy your fishing, be safe and get in shape! © 2012 David E. Holmes

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKChVFT1OQw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tpj8_-cOf1k
http://www.korkers.com/footwear/fishing/chrome.html
http://www.simmsfishing.com/site/wading_staff.html?id=ddI84hzL:208.73.13.250
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Halibut Outing (from page 8) 

Outing and halibut season conclusion and facts: 
   Everyone caught smelt (that was fun).  One halibut was caught. 
   There was a smelt explosion in the second part of August. 
   July (top month) was poor for halibut, the few wants that were caught averaged over 25 inch. 
   I did no e-mail blast as promised due to the fact there was no study period of time that could  
   give you a good chance to catch a halibut. 
   There was not much bait in the bay in July; August was just the opposite, with big bait schools. 
   We had a very unusual visitor: a whale was feasting on all that food in the bay. 
   Too much bait around (for a longer period of time) is in general not favorable for catching halibut. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  SLFF 
 Membership 

            Info 

An individual regular membership is $35.00 per year 
for 12 months (January through December). 

Enrollment after 1 July is $20.00 for the remainder of the year. 
To join, please download the Membership Form from our 

Website: 
http://santaluciaflyfishers.com/PDF/SLFF/App.pdf 

Send completed form with a check for dues to: 
Santa Lucia Fly Fishers 

c/o Secretary 
P.O. Box 166 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 

Come be part the fun!  We’d love to have you join us! 

 

BONUS PICS 

from the 

Stan/Walker 

Outing, 

courtesy of 

Mark 

Shelton 

Stanislaus ‘Bow Mark at the Afterbay 

Alex heading out Middle 
Fork 

Stanislaus 

http://santaluciaflyfishers.com/PDF/SLFF/App.pdf
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2012 Officers, Directors, & Committees 
Officers            Directors   
President  Lew Leichter                   Bernard Pieters, Craig Kincaid,        
Vice President  Art Chapman                 Jim Creszenzi, Ted Pope, 
Secretary  Sheri Bryant                Ron Bryant, Mark Shelton, 
Treasurer  Nick Boche              Andy Harrison 
 

Committees 
Conservation  Ron Bryant, Doug Daniels  Education  David Holmes 

Membership  Mark Shelton    Rod Building  Mike Powers, Rich Chubon 
Newsletter  Andy Harrison, Ted Pope  Casting  Bernard Pieters, Eric Sherar 
Website  Craig Kincaid     Fly Tying  Jim Crescenzi, Rich Chubon 
Programs  Rich Chubon, Mark Shelton  Banquet & BBQ Sheri & Ron Bryant   
Outings, Salt Water Andy Malavos, Mike Hildenbrand Raffle   David Holmes, Lew Leichter 
Outings, Fresh Water  Alex Beattie, Rich Chubon  Library   Rich Pavlich              
SWCFFF Coordinator   Lew Leichter 

     
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

P.O. Box 166 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406. 

 
 
 

 
 

 


