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PRESIDENT’S LETTER – September 2014 
FOR THOSE OF YOU THAT HAVEN'T HEARD OUR GOOD FRIEND AND FELLOW CLUB 

MEMBER DAVE MCNAMARA PASSED AWAY ON AUGUST 23RD 
There will be  a mass for Dave at 10 AM Friday September 12th at the SLO Mission 

 
John Gierach:  “In the old days fly-fishing could seem overwhelming because you 
couldn't find much help.  It can seem overwhelming now because there's so much 
help available you don't know where to start.  I heard a beginner say,  "I just want 
to catch a couple of fish and the people at the fly shop are trying to teach me brain 
surgery."  Thirty years ago they would have said,  "I need to learn brain surgery and 
everyone says: Don't worry you'll pick it up as you go along .” 
 
 
September is shaping up to be a busy month.  Along with monthly fly tying (9/4) and 
our regular monthly meeting (9/11) we will be attending the SWCIFF Faire in Mammoth from 9/19 to 9/21 
and our club will be co-hosting a showing of the International Fly Fishing Film Festival 4 at Cuesta the 
evening of 9/27.  Hope to see you at these events. 
 
ELECTION TIME (i.e. TIME TO GET INVOLVED):  As we enter the 4th quarter it's time to start planning and 
organizing for 2015.  December will be our annual meeting and election of board members.  Our current 
officers, board and committees have done a great job this year and I hope many of them will return.  At the 
same time it is very beneficial to get others of you involved as you bring fresh ideas and perhaps a better 
way to do things to our club.  Clubs like ours are often perceived as being "cliquish".  My observation is that 
it really divides more along the lines of those who participate and those who don't.  So whether you 
volunteer to help on a committee or run to be a board member or not, try to increase your level of 
participation and see what happens.  I want to encourage you newer club members to get involved by being 
on the board or one of the committees.  So let us hear from you; I know you will enjoy it. 
 
RESPONSE TO BOARDS SURVEY:  Thanks to those of you that took the time to respond.  Your responses 
confirmed your support of the way the board is currently "doing its job".  To those that didn't respond, we'll 
assume you also support us.  Remember board meetings are open to all members and you have our emails 
and phone numbers. 
 
SWCIFFF FAIRE:  If you haven't signed up yet registration is now open for the faire at 
www.southwestcouncilifff.org/faire.  Our club will be teaching two, on the water beginning fly fishing 
classes on Friday morning and Friday afternoon. We will have a club dinner Friday night (details to follow).  
If you're planning to attend please let Rich Chubon know. 
 

http://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com        San Luis Obispo, CA                  Greg & Mary Lugo, Editors 

by 
Lew 
Leichter 

Tight Lines   Sept - 2014 
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ANOTHER NEW CLUB OUTING: Hope you can  join me at the San Juan River/Soaring Eagle Lodge. I've heard 
from a dozen of you expressing interest.  In the next month or two we need to let the lodge know how many 
cabins to reserve and how many guides to line up. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED PLEASE EITHER RECONFIRM YOUR 
INTEREST OR LET ME KNOW AND I'LL ADD YOU TO THE LIST (see lots of info below). Note we’ve had to 
change the dates from 4/26 - 5/1/15 to 4/20 – 4/25/15. 
 
ALASKA:  Art and I had a great week in Alaska with the gang from 
Epic Angling & Adventure.  This was my first visit and if someone 
asked me to write what I would want to experience on my first fly 
fishing trip this came pretty close.  From over-nighting with Flora 
at her Antlers Inn in King Salmon, to Sam at Egli Air Haul who got 
us from K S to the camp and back, to Russ and Carrie and a great 
crew of guides, Chris the best camp chef I've ever experienced 
and to the amazing wild life, including lots of bear encounters and 
to the epic number of salmon and dollies caught and released this 
was a week the memory of which I'll cherish.  Art and I are in the 
process of putting together "Art and Lew's Epic Alaskan Adventure" 
to be shown at a future club meeting.  
 
SEPTEMBER MEETING:  I'm really looking forward to Jack Trout's visit and program.  Jack was kind enough to 
donate an outing to our fund raiser and I've heard from other club's that his program is as much a history 
lesson as it is about catching fish.  (See below.) 
 
IF4 FILM FESTIVAL:  At 6:30pm on 9/27 at Cuesta we'll co-host with TU a showing of the IF4 Film Festival 
(see below for info). 

• We will have a SILENT AUCTION RAFFLE and ask you to please CONTRIBUTE or SOLICIT ITEMS from 
LOCAL BUSINESSES (Meals, Wine, Services, etc.)  

• IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND LET ME KNOW AS WE NEED A FEW VOLUNTEERS TO HELP AT THE EVENT. 
• We will also have EVENT POSTERS at our meeting to DISTRIBUTE TO LOCAL BUSINESSES. WE NEED TO 

COVER SLO, MORRO BAY TO CAMBRIA, SANTA MARGARITA TO PASO AND NIPOMO & SANTA MARIA. If 
one of you in each area will take some POSTERS TO DISTRIBUTE that will do it. 

 
SAVE THE DATES 
 
SEPTEMBER 4            Fly tying 6:30 at Odd Fellows Hall (see below) 
SEPTEMBER 11    5 to 6 Board meeting at Margie's 6:30 General meeting with Carlotta and Jack  
     Trout as our guest speakers (see below) 
SEPTEMBER 27   Co-host with TU the IF4 film festival at 6:30pm at Cuesta 

SLFF embroidery: If you have a shirt or other garment you would like embroidered contact 
Steve Deal, 590 Pinecone Way, Arroyo Grande, CA 805-473-1612 ($7 club logo; $10 logo & name)

SEPTEMBER 19-21  MAMMOUTH LAKE FFF FLY FISHING FAIRE – Rich Chubon  
SEPTEMBER  22  CROWLEY LAKE - Lew Leichter 
OCTOBER 11-12        KERN RIVER OUTING – Art Chapman 
NOVEMBER 1-2         ONEIL FOREBAY STRIPERS – Mark Shelton 
APRIL 20 – 25           SAN JUAN RIVER – Lew Leichter 
 
ALL OUTING DATES ARE TENATIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE DEPENDING ON WEATHER, WATER       
AND FISHING CONDITION 
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Guest Speaker - Jack Trout 
The McCloud River Rainbows–Well Traveled Trout 

 
Our September speaker, Jack Trout, will describe various historical facts about the McCloud River, it’s trout, 
as well as other rivers and fish of Northern California. 

When thinking of rainbow trout, we picture ourselves in quiet settings, in harmony with our environment, at 
peace with ourselves and the universe. These beauties are found throughout the world and little do we 
know about their origin. Trout have been planted and transplanted throughout the earth. As settlers moved 
in they wanted to be able to carry on their favorite pastimes, and this they did by bringing their favorite fish 
to their local waters.  So now we have bows everywhere. 
  

This month, Jack Trout (now there is a name for a fisherman) will 
give us a history lesson. His presentation, The McCloud River 
Rainbows–Well Traveled Trout, will detail for us how trout, 
steelhead, and Salmon were shipped out all over the US & southern 
hemisphere. With historic pictures, rarely seen he will delve into the 
Aqua Train car that was built to transport fish after the completion 
of the transcontinental railroad. Ten of them were built. Have you 
ever wondered how the shad got into the Lower Sacramento River? 
Where the striped bass came from and how they survived the 2900 
mile journey across the United States? Who purchased the famous 
private clubs along the McCloud. Learn the history of Northern 
California trout from 1840 to the present and why we have rainbow 
trout in the Midwest. Jack has stories to tell. 
  
Jack was born and raised in Portola, California, grew up fly fishing 
on Lake Davis and the Feather River and road trips with his father to 
the McCloud and Upper Sac. Jack’s dad, Ray, was a fishing guide at 
the Feather River Prep School in Graeagle & Walton’s Grizzly Boys 
Camp for years, where he taught and guided Leighton and Gray Hills 
of the Bollibokka Club on the McCloud River how to fly fish and 
school for their hunter safety licenses, so guiding and teaching is in 
the family blood. 

 
Jack used to play sports against Mt. Shasta, Weed & McCloud area schools as a kid and later decided to move 
to Mount Shasta in 1994 and start a full-time local guide service. After that he started going down to guide 
in Chile and he met his Chilean wife Carola. They operate one of the best Chilean fly fishing guide services 
for one day trips and non lodge multiple day adventures. Jack guides in northern California on the Upper 
Sac, McCloud, Klamath, Trinity, Pit, Hat Creek and has 4 other independent guides he has worked with for 
years. Check out his blog adventures at www.mtshasta.com or the business site at www.jacktrout.com. 
 
Come and get your fill of history while being entertained with rich stories of intrigue and daring do of the 
early pioneers of fishing. 

Thursday, September11, 2014 at 6:30pm 
Margie’s Diner, 1575 Calle Joaquin, SLO 
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SLFF Tying Group by Jim Crescenzi 

“It Ought to be Outlawed” (IOBO) Pattern 
 

The next SLFF Fly Tying session will be Thursday, September 4th, at the San Luis Obispo 
Oddfellows Hall -  starting at 6:30 PM. 

 
This month the session will involve tying a rather unusual and physically non-descript fly with a 
proven track record in catching difficult-to-please trout. 
 
I first learned of the “It Ought to Be Outlawed” (IOBO) fly from an article by Scott Sadil in the 
July/August 2010 California Fly Fisher.  He followed it up with another in the October 2013 California Fly 
Fisher entitled:  “Once More, with Feeling: The IOBO Humpy”.  Sometime in this period, I got the 
message and tied a variety of these IOBOs, most in charcoal grey, and a couple in PMD yellow-olive, and 
almost forgot about them.  Then this last July, on a spring creek in Montana (after fishing slowed) I 
decided to experiment with this unimpressive looking creation.  I had three takes (landed two) in the 
next four casts!!  In the next three hours, I landed about eight trout on my IOBO.  Interestingly, the more 
takes and hookups, the more be-draggled the fly looked, but it still worked!   
 
The IOBO is unique in several ways, but mostly because it is 
created from a single CDC feather as the only material (other 
than thread and a hook)!  It is a little deceiving in its apparent 
simplicity, in that one’s approach to tying the pattern varies 
with the particular feathers available and the size of hook.  I 
often use two CDC feathers for a size 16 hook (the largest I have 
tied).  There is an excellent tying video by Hans Weilenmann 
(just GOOGLE IOBO fly pattern). 
 
Scott Sadil discusses why the pattern works so well in the 
referenced article.  In short, the CDC seems to be a perfect feather for emulating an emerging mayfly 
that hasn’t yet fully shed its nymphal shuck – ie a “cripple”.  I frankly don’t know how neat or how messy 
to make the fly, but my limited experience indicates one shouldn’t be too picky!   
 
The October session will be led by Bernard Peiters, tying an enhanced Prince Nymph.  I hope you can 
make both sessions. 
 
We need volunteers to lead the November and December tying sessions.  Our goal/policy has been to 
attempt to limit our tyers to leading only one session each year, in order to involve more members.  So, 
those of you who haven’t led a session in 2014 are asked to put on your creative hat and propose a 
pattern for these months.  Thank you all for supporting the SLFF Fly Tyers!     



(5                                              SLFF NEWSLETTER – September 2014              

 

 

MAMMOTH FLY FISHING FAIRE 
SEPT. 19-21  

 
Registration for the Southwest Council IFFF 2014 Fly Fishing Faire is open for all events, classes and seminars on-line 
at southwestcouncilfff.org/faire or phone (818) 200 1499 for information.  Headquartered at Mammoth’s Cerro Coso 
Community College Sept. 19-21, Faire hours are Fri., 9-5; Sat., 9-5; and Sun., 9-3. 
 
Registration is $15 adult; ages 16-years and younger free; $20 per family.  A single admission is good for all Faire 
days. Some workshops and seminars are included in the admission; other classes will have separate registration, 
materials or participation fees. 
 
The Fly Fishing Faire has added new classes and activities for the Sept. 19-21 event in Mammoth Lakes. Additional 
classes, seminars and workshops include:   

• Women's Casting Class  
• Improve Your Distance  
• I'd Give My Right Arm to be Ambidextrous  
• Intermediate Presentation Casts  
• Switch it Up with Hutch Hutchinson 
• Intro to Single-Handed Spey Casting  
• Double Haul with Marshall Bissett 
• Rod Building for Beginners with Chiaki Harami   

Add to this a tour of the Indian Petroglyphs of the Eastern Sierra with Ed Swanson, films, dinner, all the previously 
announced classes and other family-friendly activities for an absolutely amazing weekend.  Sat. night’s keynote 
dinner guest speaker will be Kevin Peterson, longtime professional guide, casting instructor and manager of Hot 
Creek Ranch. 
 

Attention SLFF Members Planning to Attend the SWC Fly Fishing Faire in Mammoth 
 
If you are planning on attending the SWC IFFF 2014 Fly Fishing Faire it’s a great event with lots of 
interesting activities and the location offers you an opportunity to fish, so take advantage of it. 
 
Our Club will teach  2 Beginning Fly Fishing Sessions.  Both session are on Friday, September 19th at 8AM-
Noon and 1PM-5:00PM.  Some Club members have volunteered to help with these sessions.  Please 
confirm with me that you will help (we need 4 volunteers).  I will give you more information on these 
sessions in a later email.  Its very basic so don’t worry about your own skill level. 
 
When you register consider attending the Saturday dinner event (click on “meals” during the registration 
process to get details).  Last years event included a silent auction, award presentations and a great 
program.  It was worth the $35.  It also sold out at an early date. 
        
Our Club will be holding its own social event for Club members attending on Friday.  So keep your Friday 
evening open.  We will give you more information at a later date.  Give me a call if you have any 
questions (782-9193).   I hope to see you at the Faire - Rich Chubon 
  
   

UPCOMING OUTINGS and 
EVENTS for 2014 
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The Steinbeck Country Chapter of Trout Unl imited,  Santa Lucia Fly Fishers and Central  Coast Fly Fishing 
are sponsoring the International  Fly Fishing Fi lm Festival  (www.flyf i lmfest.com )  on September 27th at  the 
Associated Students Auditorium at Cuesta Col lege.   The International  Fly Fishing Fi lm Festival  consists of 
short and feature length f i lms produced by f i lmmakers from al l  corners of the g lobe,  showcasing the 
passion,  l ifestyle  and culture of f ly-f ishing.  Doors open at 6:30PM.  Tickets are $15 onl ine or $18 at the 
door.   To purchase t ickets onl ine go tohttp://www.showcl ix.com/event/SANLUISOBISPOCA. Chi ldren 15 
and under are free.   There wi l l  a lso be a opportunity drawing and si lent auction.   Proceeds wi l l  be spl it  
between the Steinbeck Country Chapter of Trout Unl imited and the Santa Lucia Fly Fishers for their  work 
supporting salmonoid f isheries on the Central  Coast and promoting sport f ishing amongst our youth.  Cal l  
Central  Coast Fly Fishing at 831-626-6586 for more information.  

 

NEW DATES April  20th to Apri l  25th  2015 
San Juan River - Soaring Eagle Lodge 

 
After talking about it for too long I have set up a club outing to the Soaring Eagle Lodge on the San Juan 
River. I've had the pleasure of visiting the lodge several times in the past and can promise you very nice 
accommodations, good food and hopefully great fishing. You will find lots of good info on their website 
www.soaringeaglelodge.net and more details below. I'm suggesting the 5 night, 4 day package but you can 
stay additional or fewer days.  Also note, you don't need to be guided on the Juan everyday. The first mile 
below the dam is all walk and wade.  From the Texas Hole down, it's either drift or walk and wade. 
  
Larry Johnson, the owner, is offering special pricing to our club as outlined below.  I'd estimate the cost per 
person to be about $2,750 as follows:  Lodge/guides $1,400, Tips $300, Airfare/parking (Burbank/ 
Albuquerque) $600, Car rental/gas $300, $150 license, misc.  I suggest if you're interested in going, trying to 
pair up (2 per cabin) and let me know ASAP so I can let Larry know to hold cabins for us and keep all 
advised.  Deposits will need to be made by the end of the year to get the discounted price. 
 
“We would love to see you and the gang here on the Juan next spring 2015.	  	  We can offer you the 8 
waterfront cabins and best guides.  We will hold this till January 31, 2015, with the offer below:  
  
2014 pricing with an additional 7% discount if deposits are paid by December 31, 2014, then a 5% discount if 
paid by January 31, 2015.  Anything paid after that will be the current pricing at that time 
and based on	  availability.   
 
We now have an on line “Booking Form” which has been working well.  Once we get going I will need 
everyone who would like their own invoice to fill one of these and then they will get their own personal 
bill, per person.” 
 
Tight Lines, Larry Johnson 
  
Soaring Eagle Lodge LLC 
48 CR 4370 
PO Box 6340 
Navajo Dam, NM  87419 
Tele: 505-632-3721 
Fax:  505-632-5621 
EM:  info@soaringeaglelodge.net 
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SLFF MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
An individual regular membership is $35.00 per year  

For 12 months (January through December).  
Enrollment after 1 July is $20.00 for the remainder of the year.  

To join, please download the Membership Form from our Website: 
http://santaluciaflyfishers.com/PDF/SLFF/App.pdf 

Send completed form with a check for dues to: 
Santa Lucia Fly Fishers 

c/o Secretary 
P.O. Box 166  

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
 

Come wet a line with us!  Thank you for supporting those 
who help support our chapter. 
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Officers            Directors  
President  Lew Leichter                    Ron Bryant, Rich Chubon                               
Vice President  Art Chapman          Jim Crescenzi, Tom Nickelson                         
Secretary  Sheri Bryant                    Bernard Pieters, Mark Shelton 
Treasurer  Judy Chubon                     

       
Committees 

Conservation  Ron Bryant, Doug Daniels (TiC) Education  David Holmes 
Membership  Mark Shelton    Rod Building  Mike Powers, Rich Chubon 
Newsletter  Greg & Mary Lugo   Casting  Bernard Pieters, Eric Sherar 
Website  Ted Pope, KC Lim    Fly Tying  Jim Crescenzi 
Programs  Rich Chubon, Mark Shelton  Banquet & BBQ Sheri & Ron Bryant   
Outings, Salt Water Andy Malovos, Lew Leichter  Library   Steve Soenke 
Outings, Fresh Water  Art Chapman, Rich Chubon  Fundraising  David Holmes, Lew Leichter 
SWCFFF Coordinator   Lew Leichter       Rich Chubon, Trish Curtis  
 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.O. Box 166 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406  


